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INTRODUCTION. 



It may not be improper to mention 
here the particular circumstance which 
induced me to turn my thoughts to the 
state of the people of Ireland. I chanced, 
on a< public occasioqi, schme four or 
five years ago» to be standing near the 
Royal Exchange, Comhill, looking at 
a grand civic proce$$ion which was 
moving on at the moment. The Lord 
Mayor's coach had just passed by me, 
drawn by six sleek, prancing, well fed 

steeds. 

" Well, by the powers," exclaimed a 
voice behind me, ''better be a coach 
horse in the streets of London, than a 
peasant in the south of Irel and/' 

B 
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I turned round, upon this declaration, 
and perceived an individual close by me, 
who was evidently from the sister coun- 
try, and who locked as if he bad been 
but lately impdrted; • ' 

/' And prayj friemfc" saW I, address- 
ing myadf to^ him, *' wby may not a 
j^^mt itti ttee.jwi& qfi It^la^i.bft as 
«5wforttbl©iaSiaifl«ai|«nt^e^^^ .. 

./',0jh.! faith, Sir^",fepUed thj^.Hiber- 
^\a^, ;.'he W jfo. obj^ctipn, to be 
^,. cc^itfojftable as . yoja , pjease, but 
ypu j^.pear tq^ know little ab9ulj pajr- 
sffJXB .?.iij4 proptors;^ rackrenters, and 
aibs^nt^psy and ^1 t}^e ^ other, devils 
ihp^t .flay bin^ alive ; do jyou think if i 
4:^ujd remain, ppfr^forlab^e at home, th^t 
I would come over here to be Ipoked 
at, and laughed at for my poverty, and to 
w^lk the streets of London , without, 
perhaps, a peiii^y in. my pocket ?" 

Hiere was something peculiarly ini- 
pressive in the manner in which 



these wordS'M/^ere utteneiLM A bitter me- 
landioly' humojar^. widi. a^ deep fitehmg 
q£i iojoirji jxmk&i*tike Toioe.and eoiuHte* 
luttce . jof : jOx& p0r$ito ivho uaod them^ I 
do confess, that up to thaftaMiai^at^ I had 
entert^iaed the mo3t uii&yourable opi- 
nf0tt« (rf* ike'Sridh ;« l^faougbtthtiji'^ere a 
^pei6|^le,.lif^ted like ei^'dth^r people, 
Uke theSng^h^ tha^Scoteh^ 1^ JPieaeh, 
the Ainericabs, mi tii»t far Ike good 
treatment they were habitually receiv- 
ing, they gave nothibg but' crime and 
ingratitude in return. But, suddenly, 
with that man's words, a thought aro^e 
in my mind, that I'tiaay have been mis- 
informed; th^t the Irish n^ay not be those 
irreclaimable characters, they were re- 
presented^ that some^ng may be said in 
their defence^, that, perhaps, they were 
more sinned' agaitist than sinning. 

I asked die IritAiman, what brought 
him to London. He said, to get em- 
ployment, but that he had hitherto £ailed 
in procuring iany. 
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The* livid col^t of his lips, and Us 
siinkai che^s^ led me to inispect tkat 
he waii hutfgrjr. I begged W know )ii>w 
h^ had contrived t^ sttMst siAce hi* laa* 
diitg in Bnglaod: i{e told me tbat he 
stepped upoti the tfoiatf df 'ditetol, with 
two shillings and sixpence in his pocket, 
he travelled on foot up to London. As I 
may supp6se/ the itms on the road were 
not tntidh the ietterof him. Yesterday 
the last penny of his money had been 
spent, and that he was now four and 
twenty hours without breaking his fast. 

I gave the poor fellow a trifle, saying 
at the same time that I pitied him. 

He received it with many expressions 
of affectionate veneration, and withdrew, 
occasionally looking back at me, as 
though I were very unlike others whom 
he had left behind him. 

From that day fiffward, I'ltesolved, if 
ever an opportunity should present' it- 



self, of vkiting Irelaad^ .to ^evote some 
little time in acquiring a pereonal know- 
ledg^e of the state. of that country* I 
said to- myflolC tfantc I t&Aipuld sc^e* if the 
disQQ«ite&ts m^ f^verty. of its people 
arose from t^ems^^es on Irom bad^ ti;^- 

ilfiSlit* . ■ ' (I- • ' . . : ./>;«. -.,.,. 

■.^ Jh^xing tjjp Ifl^t^i^wojuw*, I was. enabled 
Jo gratify my .wjslv >, Beiag coimeQted 
with a ^ippi,og-housf^ . b^e» I ha4 oc- 
casion to yisit the Sputh .pf IreJau^A.Coj 
purdiasiug coarse liueus for: fi^pQ^t. 
My letters being for Bandon, that place 
became n^y hea4 quarter?* , . J, njade 
various excursions from it in the direction 
of Ballyneen, the Muskerry Mountains, 
Clonakilty ajid Timolef^giie, 1 entered 
the houses of the .pea^anjry, I conversed 
with yarious persons cj^pable of giving 
me inforipfatioai I introduced those to- 
pics which I had heard debated in En- 
gland. In a word, I endeavoured to see 
j^ud tp bepr . every thing ou the spot 
which cauld . enable me to form a just 
idea of the state of Ireland, 
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Not being a^pracftifaed writov it ts very 
likely that I shall not be able to throw 
that degree of intetf ^t^^n^nd my narra- 
tive, which I would wish, but as *' bre- 
vity ^s the soul of wit/'«nd'may pQJ> 
sequfintly be somereoomiafiQdfttioa^Mny 
endeavour shall be to be as sfeort, if istot 
as sweet, as possible. I shall divide my 
story into chapters. This parcelling 
out of my subject will be of some as- 
sistance to myself in composing. It 
may also be acceptable to my readers, 
each chapter being a distinct substantive 
tWng in itself. 
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The Bandon Idti— ^he argument— vThe opinions of va- 
' rioui indiyiduiQA &]k tlie dsiisei of tti$k ttdaeiy^*-- 
7hat of a Metkodiot VimfMr-^^S^eviwoa «f 191119 
<mt of thfl circiuiuitwices o£ the i^p)$iiiiieift. 

The private business on which I had gone to 
Ireland being transactedt I found myjself^ on a 
Sunday evening, sitting at the ^' Shannon Arms 
Inn/' Bandon, in company with seven or eight 
others, stratigers like myself* As I intended 
to commence, on the following day, my tour of 
observation : my mind was naturally full of the 
subject, and on hearing one of the party re- 
maik oil the miseries itnd misfortuws of Ire- 
land^ I thought it a fair opportunity of pro- 
onring some information on that score. It was 
not very difficult for me to interest those pre- 
sent on the state and politics of Ireland. 
Perceiving that ,1 was an ^ Englishman, and 
thisikiiig that, whatever .the malady of their 
eoustry may be^ the remedy must come from 
England, they app^are^ .glad that I should 
0ake enquiri^ abo^t Irela^fl^ ,ai>d all pr^- 
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sented their views, each one being evidently 
solicitous to make a favourable impression 
upon me. Indeed if ^ 1^4 beeni a cgii^is- 
sioner sent to ei^quire into the ^ state of th^ 
country and repprt accordii^ljTj th^yxoul^ not 
have been more .desirous tl^atlshoyuld. enter- 
tain, non^ otbgr jthafl^ just jM^ige^^ \\^ vg^f^ 
be absolutely inyjos^blerfor j^aei^i^o d«Mil%U 
par^ticulart of Uie ^onvecss^on I had-origk 
n^ted. Our meetiog- beiipg 4in .ii^seguitur; iCHiey 
thojse cpno^posingU often i^l&e wit^loatkdQpi^ 
to the point, at times two^ three and even^foiiir. 
would speak together, and on one occasion, 
they all ajctuaUy stood up ta declamation. 
However it ufas not difiSu^uit to-s6e'What.ea<^h . 
wopld be at, . ^ 

h gf^xxO^eman from Armagb, whom I undei^ 
st^d ;l^ be a S^oman C%th<dicr ^conteijlled 
that ;t; was absuj^ to expect tl^^ithe o^iOEitry 
couidrbe aa \% ovglrtr^s ^ng aa <he.lai|?s wm^. 
unequal, as Jong a^ fiwB -hunf^cffi t|M»iJ^94v 
Protestants were j^Vj^ tl^i^^ ,^94j8»^«»yjw»^ 
of Catholics nothing. He appealed to my can- 
dour as an ]^iigU#hman, if- Bii|^fl;<N& ^ftcr^atitA 
couljdbe what theyare^ weri^^be ^ap^^priBM^pto 
of exclusion to prevail there, as in Ireland ; if. 
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instead, of all being^ eqaal, the few ^rerned 
the many. 

Another^ ^ho aho I thii^k was a lloman 
Catholic, said/ that thotigh he could not but 
consider Emancipation a blessing, '^ Still the 
tythe system Was the great evil with him ;^ it 
mulet' the people of 'theff money, and gave 
thein Nothing in' i^tkfn ; ft^ brbtght injustice 
and poverty into every ploughland. Moreover, 
he teked; wTlh'^eaf'Warmffi,^ could there be 
Emati^patioiy wlkihrt the tythe 'tribute was paid ? 
Did free-men fwf tribute i 

A third, who had been ejected, in the year 
1819^ out of a snug farm, on which he had ex- 
pended fourteen hundred pounds in improve- 
ments, inveighed desperately against landlords. 
> He saidi fhatfhi&y ^^e {lie iicotirges ofTfeknd, 
and tile only persons ikiify chargeablis with all' 
th^ ^0¥i^ bfHMi ci^Mty. iWyltadiio com- 
mtaAftfUt fe(^6ag WilH^flieir {endb%. They 
co»#)dered' #rem as beasfai of burden; and' 
oftav lifted tk^tn «^frsi^ than Hu^. ' " 

A Ditbliil itfa6'#ib4iad%eeii extenaivdy enga^. 
ed m tlM'id&lwte^pridrtd tbelAiidh, eotaed Ab« 

.' .• / ■'■■.I ..: - '. .■ .. ' ^- ) ' ■ ' ,>-' 
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seAteeiiBm tot efityibb^. fl«f 'dreiH^ « dkrtiiiclion 

between the parson and the resident tfttidHorfli 
on tlie one side^ and die absentee on the other; 
the parson, said he; may g^t wHM be does not 
earn, and a resfdeitt latidlatd 'ixky'^exMit^ 'bttt 
they both spend their money at home. Not bo 
with the heartless absentee; VSl& gttping agent 
gathers all he can, to be s^^nt' by «hiWi ^iti' ^IM- 
ther country. The laild.is ^solated^yiJlWy, 
and left so by them.' . . , > 

There wer6 various other ojJmionfr'Bttfted; as 
to the causes of the miseries of Ireltod. Itke 
conduct of the Irish magistracy; the grand<> 
jnry system ; the want 6f trade f all these were 
brought forward in their tuirn, and there* w^fe 
some who fopnd the essence of e^ilin each. 

Towards the close of tliis argument^ a seri- 
ous; but comfortable personage' walked into the 
room. He appeared to be acquainted With one 
or two of the company, and that sort of* indivi- 
dual who would cotton wiA you without mueh 
ceremony. This gentleman h:ad not b^en }6ng 
seated, when all agreed to take his opinion on 
the disease of the body politic in Ireland*, and 
its rem6dy^ 
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iplig^Si^g lifci^,«4V <Mr^cle» ''The;. disease, of 
Isehtndfjp f^Bp\nt^ s.t^irvaUon, cau3ed by the 
\lf^;g^ ,Q^ /|pipi|]i^u];al knawledgf . . The .remecly » 
^b«»A.pf }ifo-ai?d.the,w»ter/j.of »ab^^on." 



t . 



* .A. ««Reya} Jwiret of .J?i^ghJ^r foUoweji ,^his> 
ic4o!lfet«io»*, pif^t swp^^ opinipfl, Jt was ^ome 
tiq^j.ind^edj^b«fpi!e.tb.e gcayrity of the meeting 
oojiild ,be, restored. Eren quit biblical friend 
hmpejf .pould not risfrain from smiling. He saw 
flW*#oi|i%i»pn^ infO)!^ was jpjlKr)4®4 to hiwelf. 
Njaitl^r If^s t|iQi^ an .undCTyaiuiiig pf religion, 
Qr of t^ Holy .Volume. . The li^igh was . occa- 
8iQne4 ^mltifely by ^b^ y^ry.^pppqfite view which 
^.b^ ta)^P9 ^pm (hp^ who .had.c9nsa|lted 
bi1n4.whil8t.aU the .others thpifight^ that a cure 
could be ik&cted) only by the most powerful 
pjMga,tiy.?s.^a4 appVc»%tionsj,in ^^e he .with 
his/'^BalHi of ,Gy.^ad,*' ,to timjifv-work in an 
infl^nt. . 
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^.Aftier ^Wtiri^g to regf; this njgh^ I could 
;i9t .,^v^ .r^ft^q^iflg on the, topics of the 
§vez;t^g^ W<^ T^xif^sYi, jioi being pver/inquisi* 
tive at home^ about the religious opinion^ qf 
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those with whom we contersei I had not askc/d, 
to what religious sect the varioas individuals^ 
who composed the company I had left, be^* 
longed. However I clearly perceived that there 
were Protestants, Catholics and Dissenters 
among them, and that all were anxious for the 
improvement of Ireland. Moreover a universal 
sentiment seemed to prevail, t^at the destinies 
of Ireland were in the hands of iBngland, and 
that if the former country continued misehkUe 
the latter would be to blame, f ' saw also, that 
though each individual had ^^ a greater evfl*^ 
of his own, still, with perhaps a' soKtaiy ex- 
ception, the question was not so miicfa 'aboiit 
the nature of an alleged evil, as about the de- 
gree in which it was injurious. Thus, though 
one person thought the tyChe system a greater 
evil than absenteeism, and atibther the ine- 
quality of the laws worse than both together,, 
yet if the meeting were to be poBed, and 
the question put, <' whether for instance, the 
tythe system were an evil,'' there would 
be a majority to decide that it was, and so 
if the question were to be put on absenteeism, 
the poni code, or any other reputed plague 
of Ireland. 
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I fQu&t deplara that before I closed my eyes 
this vi^ht, 1 began to entertain very serious 
dQttbta respe^cting all the charges which had 
be^itrupg in En^htnict against the Irish people 
and pef^G^tijy,. . The poor 'man at the Hoyal 
£xch$l^^.bff.4Arst caused me to suspect that I 
night bf^vi? \f^^Xi miiaijbibrmed. The result^f the 
djscu^^ion si th^ iBandon Inn nearly cohvineet) 
loe t^t /sy^^ jpAust have been the case.' If, 
tl^gl^t .1^ all those evils exist in Ireland, of 
;^^cl^;>th9f;e. gentlemen speak, it of necessity 
fpUpw^ , that the people . most be degraded, 
ijoppvewhed and discontented. Of this/ 1 felt 
fully satisfied that the English and S<ibtch, though 
cbaraAteristically less sensitive than the Irish, 
would never brook such. They do not prac- 
tice, passive obedience, and they scorn those 
^ho pre^ich it.. However on the morrow I. 
w^s.to have^pcul^ demonstra|;io^ gf the state 
oC Irelnpd, p;ad to draw my conclusions (fbm 
9^r^giial o)>fief lotion. 
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A tide westof 'Bandoo^Tte PaiyskmA^-^Ck^ptt^ 
cOBifort»of te Inah-Mid £i^i^tp«p|il|rikiDii7r7v^ 
cjiur45jies in Ire^and-rr-TiLe PhyuHttfii'apTO^^itioa^ 
Description of blji JErish cabin, its furniture and in- 
mates— A peasant must procure 24 shillings for tlie 
Parson, thoughTiis sick wife may perish' in wttAt of 
a little refreshing foodr— A conversation on the nature 
• ' «f tiurCkavefa Eatefbli^meiitiii Intod»*tChaia«ttr of 
, the Protestant Cli^xr^lweh piw^tjc, «^<»©nl-r 
Views of A0. Cat^plip Cter^, and of the Tythe 
, payers— Prospect . of Ballineen, and of " Parson's 

Paradise/' 

t ' . I . 

iEftlvfftg iJreiilrfasted ' eariy^em Moncky morn* 
rng'; and mounteA a horse vflaeh faitd. boen 
provided fbt tae by-tb^ fon-keeper, i proceeded 
fotthwith in a "vre^t^iy diareetion aleng^e south 
bank of the rirer Bandeiw As i xteosved' «kn»iy 
onward^ I must acknowledge that I i»id Iktle 
attention to the scenery around $ mythoo^ts 
were still on the conversatitm of the preceding 
evening. I reflected that if there were com- 
fort and content in my native country, or 
in Scotland, there was but one church in 



"^ 



either of diose places to draw from the earnings 
of the people ; that they had a resideat mobility 
and gentry ; and diat, if exduaion on the g^nnd 
of religion exiated^iit iSiciBA Afae minority only. 
I knew that prosperity could be found only 
^hkre the-laffm'iwMdiigavdsned weve- equal, 
where mdustrywaa protM^cted, fwrterafd and' re- 
warded, and T saw England possessed of all 
those blessings which Ireland was said to want, 
risii^ into superior importance and magnitude. 

' )i had advaraecd three-^nxfosiK miles putsning 
these reflections, ^hen my hotfie, which w«s ra- 
ther shy, suddenly Started, and was near bringing 
me to the ground* A Oendeman who chanced 
to be riding at the time, a few yards in front of 
me, noticed the circumstance, and remarked on 
my lusky escape.^ This- led^tu a ^ttversation 
between us, SBudftS' we wars going^in 'this sacne 
^pection,^*«w6 tnuvelled togellMjr. I ^oon- per- 
c«i«6d>' fromadesiimedidesciiptioDof ihd'weatber 
and 'its infliMMce'«poiivdiAMit- ^otiatiltttaons, 
liatt my «8tnpamoii*wtStt'pii^Ciaja> and*! took 
ttO-ttroabteitoitoanMd'irinDithiafii that<( was « 
stranger, and wiriKdtcr bis tac^ttatated'^vdUi'' the 
condition of the people of Ireland* 



so 

*' Reallyi then/' quoth the Doctor, ** if you 
wish to be acquainted with the condition of the 
people of Ireland, you shall not haye to travel 
far, ^hen your wish will be gratified. I need not 
tell you. Sir, that it is merely sufficient for a 
man to look around him in this country, to'ob- 
serve a material difference between afiairs here 
and in England/' 

To this I assented, remarking that having thi- 
velled from Cork to Bandon, late in the evening 
and in a covered vehicle, I did not know milch 
of the country to the East, but that the most 
superficial observer must notice a marked con- 
trast between the dress and the abodes of the 
Irish and those of the English. 

** Oh yes," rejoined my companion with a sig- 
nificant nod. *' The English and the Scotch 
mani^e maiteismuch betM tiiati we-€o. I%qf 
don't care hourinMch irade^ cctalki^foe ot rnanu^ 
faoturing theyha^e^ but tiiey lake veiy good' 
care they shall nc^iMltve too tnudi rriigioo. Foi^ 
4he Iradi was TeMPved '<dbe eMttiovditiillry metK 
of soppoftiabg a «lerg^^lfcey %atit and a dergf 
they doB't want/' 
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^1 f&ffiH^ti^ikmh Sifv" mAflf'^^yomdo ii«t 
view ih^<ki^Qh^mi%hMm^ 






^A» %,M^«g^l:!!" cfi^miMi Alt Doctor, 
with & smfle oC th^tfio«t^9iqoimt& foetotempt on 
his countenance for all such blfdMunga; ^'No, 
Sir, it was ' conceiTed in sin and bom in ini* 

I jiaat^y «itk«d> if- be tq^pUfidUhMowor^ii to 
th^ ProteMaiM^ RfligiQii* . ; > / 

. • . ■ r 

He m^i f'% iv>*meaft0» - Tbe>Gb«ndi^ es-> 
tablishment^ and tbi. Protfesttfnt. Baiigion were 
quite distinct things, as much so, as Judas* 
mon^y bag a^itb^«fffe of tbe^ooveaaniv-'v 
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P^^Do^r, ui^eii^ iMrning •fiom^nie^lhyfc i 
intei)4^ 46 i^^ip 40 Bond^a mthe oftemvoiiv 
infgi^d'.^^ t^gt^ h^ h«id Ifir.p^yva; iii^bittisiti tw% 
ho^ao ab(H^^J^/i3^mKe<gff 4lit^^^^ toa^u '- V 
I wi>)))d / a#p4i9^l^ Mn ; iUlher, 'i^/ dndid 

He would then ride- on with mei ti» finiAeane,' 
Ballyneen, and we could both return to Bandon 
together. I gladly acceded to this prq>osal, and 
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' lkm» who hivve/.nav^. t(ajv^tte4'0u)^ of. £n^ 
gtotidi «Ad wka '«^.the iiv^eUu^ oC ^en.,|4N^ 
pocoreBl o(«ui4kere> thft hemn of tnffatof»8» cll^Wf^ 
luMW and comSoH^^iom feimiQo /idea vbadeit^ 
of the miseffaUe cabins of the I/ri&h peasaojtr^/i^ 
An Englishmaii naay oaavign bis eoemy to th^ 
w(»ft^..biit;he vOiMt^^itodge lij^^.bvale l^efist 
in the best of them. The <^^e into which ,1, 
thea entered with the Doctor, was far from being 
the most wietched of the kind 1 bad s^n; 
howevec it may be tak^n as a fair speeimeii^ 
Ita walls consisted, of mud day, without aay 
species of plaster, the roof ofttuirf* Tbeoe waa 
no window in it, if we except a square of slate 
through which, three holes hadlbeeA pecfor«ted« 
In finrnt, a pit full of fi^tid wAter was to be seea^ 
9Bd on, either side of the dooc.a buttre^a .of 
dung* Su^.wasJtheejLiterior of the-house^th^ 
Hibernian qithe Jloyal J£3u<bapge had fled,, and 
mei&cmghi the must hare been: wicked indeed not 
to thave descn^edi a ibeiter.:. Felooa and^.mu^! 
densrs ..ajoe xxnai^ .eomfcntfi^ly,. acoepampdAted 
€tyen in Ireland. 
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But t1i6 intefior of thia maiMoni wm *not 
calcidttted to -gtt^ mAf H\M to< ik($ pietuit^ - At 
firsty 'with tiie 8itioke> notWUhstandiDg tlkevU^ 
which descended through tfaeroef and chinuraj^ 
it Was Inmost lai^Miblei to ' deicr;r< aoyoAiiDg 
withm die' tbr^lKfld. Howieveyi I <a«an per- 
ceived, thftf-if the liffhiiture' of the place wwte 
sold by auction^ Ihe^auetieneer'tf fees w^uldnot 
have been eovered li^'the prircbsM nuMejr. 
Tl^ere was KteraHy nbthh^g tliereM$ittitle4>to Hie 
name of furnitiiTef. "Ifhe^eattli^eft fldor waBbN>- 
ken in various' places/ and ene cavity in the 
centre ttfloat with water. In the nevlh' eastern 
angle of the room (for this was all the house) 
lay some loads of potatoes, in the north wes- 
tern^ a heap of turf. The faotity <bed*straw was 
stretched on the right of th^ 4€K>r/4hat of die 
pig on the kift Ovethead'some uMllgles w«ie 
thrown whh'tt pleMSfnl enlaMatUr^ ^^ta^eYm, 
fiKhand tttif dtrst; Wkh thie mo^ff^H of tttaflble, 
a chair, two pots, three piggins, and a basin, 
the tlimates 't>f 'tMs^hoiil^^ intett to^ndependent 
of the arts'and-iltieiices, aiitfe^4>irdi^ of 'HM^air, 
or the fishes of the sea. But — for "ilf e 4nmafie6 
themselves, verily, they suited the house, and the 
house suited them; To4hose who s^^he ear- 
goes of Irish squalidnesB that are yearly dis- 
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charged on the quays of Lirerpool and Bristol, 
it may be superfluous to describe the dress of 
those they have left behind them. Suffice it to 
say, that there were in this house, six indi* 
viduals, comprising the mother, who was lying 
sick in an ague ; her four children and her own 
mother. The last mentioned was of meagre 
aspect and barefooted, clad in rags and nasti- 
ness. Two of the children were in a state of 
perfect nudity. A third had a tattered jaeket 
on him, with a shirt which hung in front to his 
knees, liutleft his posleoioM iiakied. ' The re- 
maining one, a little female, was not mmdi better 
attired. 

The Doctctf stood l^rlihe sick woman'n} b^^if 
that can be called a bed which consisted of a 
wad ^mlmw #nd the remains of an old carpet. 
There were large stones ranged along the side 
and foot to prevent the sttfB^ ^a^mk spreading^ 

AX^tmma oA^ ^Ifite^lm^h b^a^ed the sick 
WiON^w^ iil^JM^en wj»^b« |l^Qe4sriJd:ftn 
tl^hi#t^ay. f. ..,: ,r ,, .. V ... 

She faintly answered, '' "So" 
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** And why not," demanded the Doctor. She 
said thai) ** her husband had made every exertion 
tageta'Iittie niimey for the piifpoae, but had 
noiauco«edtd«'^'> 
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, ^' Wheve ist'heri <husba&d'1^' ^demandled the 
dootOTi twming tK^ithe .eld woman who was 
standing at the foot o£ the bed. 

*' He is gone, Sir, yonder to Parson———." * 

''For what," said the Doctor^ ''is it to get 
any thing from him ?*' 

." No, Sir, to pay him four and twenty shil- 
lings, for the tythe of the last year ! ! !'' 

The Doctor looked at me with a countenance 
which spoke much. I inclined my bead for- 
ward, b«t said iiothiHig>. ^ ^< 

Having tarried- «n this' liaiHNdn of wretched- 
near about half an htMrr/w«'iiieiAl0ilo^lkonies 
and returning the way we came, we sbdn fimnd 
ourselves on the high road again. 



" * 



On leaving the house, the Doctor said to me 
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tiiat he thought he had pMteDled me wkh>otie 
of those views 6f Irish "soci^iy, whieh I 'had 
dome tcl wttfiess. He bad direeied the poor 
creature, whose bedside we had Usfi, to get alittle 
refreshing food ; but though her husband was 
obliged to find f€hir-ssid>t«tetiiy fduUiDgs for a 
parsoa lie never employedv-he cotdAnot «pare 
four pence for his islck wife; • 

I asked him^if ft^sei people were Cathiili^, 
" Yes, they are Oathdics,** said he, *' and yet, 
m the name of Christian* justiee, they are oaHed 
upon (miserable as you behold ^tJietn) to support 
a Clergy they disown, and build churches they 
never enter. Oh, Sir," exclaimed the doctor 
feelingly^ "U is a 'bad' systetti. Disoontents, 
heart-burnings, and blood-shed are too often 

tlie fruits of le' 

I. 

I think I muttered to myself, ** No wonder/' 

.The doctor and myself now entered deef>Iyinto 
ths whole system of the Church Establishment 
of Ireland* Tbe population of' the sister coun- 
try was seven miUims. Thirteen fburteenUis of 
these were Catholics or Dissenters. Only one 
fonrtee&th Protestants. The immegnse church 
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•&Dd. Glebe )and»j.Y«|]M9hdK>uld g& to tkeQlorgy 
ofialt went to tbe Clergy of theoQ^.fo^teea^, 
aad yet the people kad to |)ay ty tbe» 4n4 cbipi^s)^ 
rates to the latter. We formed a comparison 
between Ireland audi EdglaiKi., We saw many 
millions ^itbe refoivned ehiucb . goyemed in the 
•latter country by twenty six BUhops, and we 
saw an eatablishment oi twentyr.two, Bishpps 
kept up in Ireland for five b^ndred thouaand 
peofde. > I^ «piaodi€^)ly« ^pD9af^dii^y£|ar.lQ9t 
tile fiidc woi»aQ.aboBkl>4ie.6>D w^a^K^f nouisisb^ 
me^, and. the .doctor spoke pf ia .certain Irish 
prekte^holiad .amttised tbr^ bi:mdrff4 thou- 
sand, pounda,* ,. .. , , . . 

i 

Whilst we wace thus* cpnyer$iQg> « gentleixwi 
in'blac]c> and twq Iftdies^ d^oye Vy.i>fif'ip.»f^iaj|^ 
gant phaeton^ I observed that the^ ^ed ijoy- 
$etf lather inquisitively, and that my companion 
who had been inveighing loi^dljfx fgftinfit .the 
tythe system, lowered his voice pretty suddenly 
a^ they passed. ..... 

. *'Wko ^eiAose^pray ?". sa#d I tp.th^ Dop- 
f'XbatQKnitlemftnl" replied he in t^ whiter) 
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'' 18 the Parson to whom the poor man took the 
four and twenty shillings. The ladies with him 
are his wife and daughter." 

* 

The shepherd, tboHgbt I with mysiAi^ n Verjr 
comfortable, bat, his flodk^K hit fiiteity. ' - '< 

I asked the Doctor whair w«s the *geMtfil 
character of the Protestant Clergymen of Ireland. 
Here let me remark, that,' whttei^'obgeotlous 
he had to the Church Establishment, and 1 must 
confess that I now'shared ma&y.^th hiAi, be 
was perfectly candid, * Btid c6isld distingirish 
the good man fro^ the bad systanwtih wfaioh 
he may be connected. The Doctof infocmediae 
that, as ftir as Ms obsenriitioMweat^ tke i^of- 
testant Clergy,' w^ea-moml, ftileamed, tad. a 
highly respectable body of men. Considered 
as individu^; and apart Ik^m AeajM^i^^li^ey 
were peHe^tfy uB^j^iibnliK > HoweTar,4h8tift6 
matters stood, they^^pMsetfsedmcbher reUgj^na^ 
moral, nor political influence. Thajr/w^e ab- 
solutely loathsome in the eyes of tlie people. 
Acts which in oilier meA wodd be ioghly piaife- 
worthy, were in them censurable or indifferent. 
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The people,"^ sferid I, '^ tiew diem as locnsts 
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sent to devovr tbei!r industry/ and as such de* 
test them/' . 

*' Precisely so," added the Doctor; " Perhaps 
that gtck woipan we Ti^ited, or her aged parent, 
had been twentyrfour<wedcs spinning flax, at two 
pence a day, for the money which her husband 
gave^tp thi»Ik#ll»on/' 

, ffifc^rribte,;?,««4I*, n t 

^ 'V.Okl.Sir,'/ oostHMie^ h% ''your friends in 
Eng^ndfluiow very^ittle of* the state of things 
heiiM They «re astonished when they hear of 
the turbaknee of the Irish peasantry, but you, 
I preaame^ ^nonld noir be now astonished, even 
thottgh thfttturbulenoe hacl been greater/' 

1 eapfsmtd n imh that Parliament may in- 
tsife#e, 'and, .without detriment to ejosting in- 
tei««ts, abolisli ibety^ eystem. I intimated 
alh thct' sane- timey that some persons were of 
opinion, that the power of the legislature did 
not este&d <tf^ Wdesialtical property, 

^The doctor here drew tip, and addressing me 
from his ' Midle as firom a thraae of lights de« 
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dared that the advocateB of the iQTioIab3it)(<of 
church property, could never get harmless A«t 
of the following dilemma. 

* I ' 1 , # 

'f When the legial^are tnojif^erwl.the <)hqoQii 
propertyi in tixe reigns of Hepry/a^ £4«m4i 
h^.the. Kig^t. of tnuisfqr oc iihad ivob .Mii 
h^d the right of transfer tixpoi, it Juut the: ma»» 
now* If it had it x^)t theiif the. prc^rty ou^ 
to be retarned io ita real aWnenki" \ 

I. confeeal did not afcbmipt jbo ^q^^Ater ^e 
hprna of. this. ,difamin»> il. «^)MiMd my^ 
with ^iQgf if the Ct^th^spf Ire^nd w^ed 
to; |^a€^ the tythes wid jthQiphorch property.in 
the bands of their Pfuptors*. ,» f . 

The reply, which 1 received to this enquiry 
w^ highly ^omf^imentaryL to ^tj^ philosophy of 
th^ Catholic Clergy^ and to the^gpod.seose qf 
the p^pple^ of .tb^ir cpmnmnipn. I yrt^ ^nfo^me^ 
that^ Cf^UiQlic Clergy V^ire^cpntent with tbcor 
present .rate and mod^. of .payment, thatth^y 
did not thipk that re^giipp^was s^d^ipced by ^^ 
cessive wealth, and that the Catholic people 
wer^ desiiovH to thrpw off tike load of the Cbiarch 
infinitely more.with a viev to their owa r«bef;t 
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tbiem'to tliai of the enrichment of their Priest- 
hood. 

We had now travelled nearly eight miles due 
WMIx>f Bandon/.'tvbeh We ascetided a lofly hill 
which commanded a mo^t extiensive view of jhe 
surrounding country. I was particularly struck 
xMf th^ s<^tei^ eioiig ilfd north* bank of the 
rif^ Sat|ipdoti« It waH* afl ^tightfol up-land--« 
Palace Anne, thewta^lit veat of the Beamish 
family^^the sniall pictmresque towns placed at 
regulair intervals^ «tddiiH»g as it were the land- 
scape — the wood and the watet^ — all combined' 
to render this sunny prospect absolutely en- 
chanting. But 'there wa«( between us and tliis 
scene a valley, through ^Wfatdi the river- ran, 
distinguished for its fertility, and with superior 
improvements. In it were three noble liiansions, 
and all around bespoke hereditary fortune, or 
successful industry. I looked down upon this 
spot as Moses did upon the promised land. I 
asked my companion the name of the valley 
beneath us. He told me that the district at 
large was called Ballyneen, but that the par- 
ticular spot, which attracted my attention, had 
been baptized some thirty years ago, '^ Parson's 
Paradise." 

c 2 
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'*Pargon's Paradise," repeated I interroga- 
tively, " Yes," replied the doctor, " those three 
seats are occupied hy Clergymen of the Esta- 
blishment" " If «)>" md l„!^their's ia a heaven 
on earth ; but all the tythe paymi do not seem 
to participate in their enjoyment 
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.My readers mus^ concjwde, that by this time 
I entertaR^ »ft,Yi^, fe^fVi'^V^ opinion of the 
QhwobE8taMisb«l»ii*.<rflJr^^ 
the Hibdmiatt^at tbesRoyftl fifcelwiiige h^4.H>ne 
grievance at least to doAplilte of/aW'tiiat'Par- 
Tiament may, and ought to' tedi^ss it. 



<• I 



The reWMft<ter,pf tbip 4ay. I deyoted to the 
towns of Ennis Keane, Ballyneen, and Moragh. 
itt t»« evewmgil e^oy^th^ hospitali^iea of th^ 
; riorftor'ita^ifejEteniifiP-/ m .- t 
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An excunioD to the Muskerry Mountains. The poverty 

. on the way, — ^An enfiniry concerning the residence 

of the Landlord^. — Prospect from one of the Mus- 

kerry Mountains .-^The ^ entertainment for man and 

• horse house/'-^/fhe old ooti^-*^1-iieir fion (diHged 

' ' to go to AMeiica 'fbr t^ant of enipl<^ment — ^The 

jS^otdi. 6i9ntleiiiati**^|A cosTersation with him on 

Absentee]/Bn;i«'*->Four millions expended annually out 

of Ireland, according to the Bishop of Chester. — 

Absenteeism, and the Butter trade of Cork. — Com* 

paratiye Trade of England and Treland. • 

Tuesday was fts fine as the hntb of man 
could desire, sunny and ^oudless; I rode .t)ut 
a few miles to the north of Bandon, and 
descried the Muskerry Mountains far remote 
from me. I said, '' I would go among them." 
The distance was considerable, but my horse 
was good, and time my own. 

There being no direct road to these mountains, 
I was necessarily obliged to find the shortest 
route myself, and many a high road, and by-road, 

c3 
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and hill, and dale^ had I to Cfpes in my joomej 
thither. An Englishman travelling through cer* 
tain parts of Ireland, labours under a great dis* 
advantage, in npt being acfjuainted. with the 
Irish tongue. To be sure, there is scarcely, a 
district, in which he may not find several per* 
sons capable of conversing in English, but if 
he do not chance to fall in witli such, he must 
depend altogether upon his eye, for the state of 
the country. Such, in a'gre^t mi^sure was my 
case this day. — Seven tenths o£ those^ I inl^er- 
rogated, knew none other than their native 
tongue.; however, it was €a$y^o -discerh^ from 
their countenance and manner, that they were 
Weill disposed to satisfy, my , enquiries if poar 
sible. 
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In mv progress toward^ the Muskerry Mo.ui^ 
tainsi I met few who were, not labourers or 
befijgars, tfee, latter jco^mipjg .about for alms,, tb^ 
ioxm/fx,^ }x^. . seiurch of epplpymj^pt.^ Indeed . it 
was jdi^cult to dUtij9|^sh» the ,Q^,e qlass froip 
the other. The beggft/r.was attfi;«d.,as well a# 
the labourer, and the labourer as wretchedly as 
the h^jHgil^* : Tl^e paj^ina too in ^very djc^ctioDy 
were m^ .thing but suitable residences for buma* 
creatures* Even the hqrse itself was stunted ia 



iii growik aj^d Impoverished in its living-^ 
hiilf f(^d aniodat like its master — ^I do not exactly 
kn<^w what suggested the quesdon, but I re- 
peatedly asklsd, when viewing this misery, *^ whd 
Was ' the landlord of (he Soil ?" 1 was told, ^' my 
Lord such a one, and Mr. such a one." I 
asked where thiey resided, " was it there,'' point- 
ing to some fine house. " No, Sir,'' was the re- 
ply, *'that is the parson's, and that other is 
the agent's. The head landlord is in England, 
oyift France. We never see him." . 

^ i #s < • ^ - ^ 

'About two o*docfc I had reached the foot of 
one of the highest of flie tidountaiiis, and as* 
cending its rugged side, gained a commanding 
view of a considerable portion of the province of 
Mnnster. On the west lay the county of Kerry, 
on the nortK, the county of Limerick^ ^nd on 
the south, a^d eist, extensive districts of 'ti^e 
county of Cork. Pfoe^d on this lofty einineneib,' 
atiddfirf: the wildest motthtains, and of the' i^i 
Iftsh too, I gave bdsermha to ioy imagtnatibh 
than ^En^hmeti'of btismess are usualfy wt)iTt. 
I also had- sodle %iisriMdcaI recolleidtidtld i^bfi^ 
nectted vffithlhe spot tqpon which! th^h ttdbd. 
The days of Ci^>mwi^, and th« successes of 

c 4 • • * -" ' 
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BXiiltation. My^ sfaoit ifitercourse ifHth tfie 
Irii^; told fi(^ they weveitojurefd in some tHings. 
Inen«i^ed ^tpc^iehdef iA^f* provii Ho itte tUat 
they bad reason to eorii^hkih t>f more. ' I ciml^ 
not^ then, rejoice at victoriea which may have 
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Hsndnf remaEkted in; Ihi8.))0silk)atifi I^haA 
o&DOpletdy taken ia the wld« ptonf^ct ardund 
iBtei I descended bi a nof^henr directioii t^wair^ 
ajHttaaH viHage ifvhicb vrai^ sifcate in the nei^ 
botqiiood^. and tjirongh wUch* a high voAdran^^ 
Aniv&i herer-^I 'bad to look abottt me for sdine 
tame^ for* a pkca of vefredibieiit. ^^t length t 
ofaoov^Md Ofep^edoorof ah Imhicaravaneary^ 
aiaigii4)0i|ird^ embdlighed withthe lleroglyi^ktc 
ofia '<blatk b6tde,^ and il8:aeconlpanyinginter^ 
pretati6%^^£titertainm^n|!fdr mat! and' borse.^ 
Tbere Adbg no»'«lioi<!reto etei^cise) in l2i^ variety 
oi^ lioteiB> I 0iMtei!^d^b«ta ' fbr wf steed*; imA 
mdibtever iSie place cbidd afibvd ' Ibr lAysdf. 
T^ irh^h the piaee could afford'was indifl^iit 
enough^ but the description of it would be of no 
consequence to my readers. Suffice it to say. 



that* it was ysery iii)tik«h> whab % tmveU^r mny igH 
m any part^^ England, Tlie faaQ of .^9l^^p- 
4»ent was quite in keepH)g^^a jiong, datk^ danqp 
roonij; wUh a clay floor. Its .furniture i^n^ted 
^f two narrow tOiUe^^ two form^y with thrae <)r 
ifourjickettyybflckTbiiakfn chairs. > 
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I had not been seated here long, whsn an 
elderly man and woman entered the room, and 
took their places opposite to me^ The man was 
icalip, thou^ be evidently labowed vnder.mme 
#!t^«Dg^ fedipg. i^utthe w^man HiOK^ed JiethMd 
ittA mannevjndioaliveof ))iq deepest lafHidioa. 
She sobbed aloud, and .with. bericditick/apiiiMi 
4fied the . tears whidi werBi.&nt flottio^'fie^Bi 
her.--^^SeinganiiQ«s<to )un6W]theJate»t (laqseaf 
all this, I expressed, a hope thatr m^ misf^ctuai^ 
had befallen tb?mir-rThQy)i)i(UKiediat«ly .t(4d<m0 
that they w^re after pmrting on tb^ljoad with 
t)heir. son, wl|iO: was i goiog ta iCork, tp -embsrk 
^r America* The:fH>of WiWiiai^ : addie^ ^'^h^ 
had boded) his.br^therta few yews b^fpi^. She 
expected. that} both, hei .boys, would , be 0ver.«fa&r 
graved bvt now thirty; were? dllgoae. God Mp 

her " 



I was senaibly affected. 
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I asked ihettiV ^^? tii&v'ion wsta- for learttig 
fais nativB comxtry ? Could he hot remain at 
home? To this qneation they replied » '' that he 
^B,B an honei^ty and ah indnstrioiis boy, but thai 
he could not procnt^ employment, that there 
wiere no gentlemen living In the country, and 
that, those who had anything to do. ^ould work 
a poor man to death, and give him nothing -for 
it after/' = ^ 

• m 

Having taken alittt4 refreshment, th^se poor 
people withdMW, I^t as they yf&re retiring^ a 
Scotch g^deman, who was travelling in a chaise 
towards the city of Cork, stopped at the "'BH- 
tertaioment ' for man and horse'' houeie, add 
wflJked iatd tiie sitting room. As I wished to 
fall into Gonrersation .with this person, I made 
the story of the old couple the means of effect- 
ing my object, ^e Was a shrewd intelligefrt 
man, and had been employed by some specula- 
tors in London, to travel through Ireland. 
Having traversed that country in all directionii, 
and conversed with many men of business in 
it^ he was particularly well acquainted with 
all its circumstances. When I had told hiih 
that the poor people complained of there 
being no gentlemen in ihe couhtty, he smiled. 



and sequent e4 of me to walk .oy^x U>w^^M ^« 
window. 

, 'f;Logk/' ^id 1^9* *' northwards, for nearly 
{iptrty.mile^ i^.tbf^t direction^ including portion^ 
o£ ^he .countie9 ^f Corkj^ Kerry, and Limerick. 
tHj^Q li^.^carjCQly^ai^ acre that is not absente0 
property. ' fiere are the vast, estates of lord 
Cork, there, those of lords Arden and Egmoht. 
I have, it on the best authority that those noble- 
Xf^ej^ nevfit sp^Ad A fartbuig in, Ireland." 

^' Perhaps," I observed, '' there may be good 
reason why npblemen,, and gentlemen of fortune 
should wish to live o^t of the country.'' 

. '^No,'' rejoined the Scotchman, ''Nothing 
iqan sanction a mfL% who derives a princely 
fortune from a country, in abandoning that 
(^puntry. . He n\ay wish to flaupt in ^ fashion- 
al;»le. cqurt \ but hiE) first duty is to see that his 
people, and those who labour for his good, are 
comfortable. Do you not observe the wretched* 
ness a^d misery^ which present thems^lvep 
wbei;evqr you turn your face? It is my ^m 
belief that, if the landlords of Ireland were to 
nem^in at homf^ and ^ct as those of any other 
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be seen." ^ ^ 
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fllbre filVOtttubte^^iiik>nit]f ab^^l^t^eil 
for^atiaiia»'pt)tf*lbte.* ' ' ^' • ^/^ * '- « 

ambiitit of^ IrifiAi pi^p^y ^tMSf^tH «tit of 
tbe countify ty absentees^ * * 

Ui saMth^Keliad'tniV^Hed'tli^oUghe^eiy 
tCrtitoty of Ireland, arid Hia* from' local itiforawi- 
tioii^ and other sources, he beHeved it not to 
eA rihorebf-Witfimffions.* '(I bay hAreremaA, 
b^ the ifray> that this calcUlafion ; has bAtn 
tfd^ted'by tlie llishbp'df Qhedtdr, ih his famous 
flj^ech agakik'^C^tlfoHt igdianci^tion.) He 
then weiitMo ikti6^h balcnlattoti)^, (d fihbW^tfae 
loss lirtiich Iceland '^staihed/from thisr draining 
^f her treasure. He said that, at ^he ratd' Bbi- 
^bbvRvrs i^ere paid in that tjotmt^, rf a sutn ot 
four mSUkni were expelled- b^ its^ owners, for 
their own ctdvantage^ in labouf , me'inMlion^ ^ectn 
hundred ihomand soul^ would be provided fbr^ 



poor man that would be so employed. * 

Hftri^g <)1ifljer>i^4ajii«ith0 mbBente^iam was 
oottawlelsed ^^^/t^^^U.by some persons i^be 
^merleii^tih^Abfit^m^}^^^ second! opu^qn^ 
oA'Umtmbjict^ iTl^ .|^Q{^)», of* Ireland .ovglit 
to cry loudly, and bitterly -against it*. Jle^^t 
to the church establishment, which he ;WQuld 
aKragrs cw^JKl^r^tb^ gK«it 4^ia»e of the country. 
C/Xhp JRr^iibyldWfia^ paid, ©o.secpmd clergy r^ 
Scotland. The ProtfStaiats paid .no sepond 
Clergy in England.* 'Why should six millions 
^' Cathqli^Sf p8[y . a sQMnd Cleigy in dr^anil ?'0 
ii««t to that ohurch Mtablishment|:}}e ranked 
abseaAeeistn aa an evil. '' Let/' said ibe^ '^tbe 
OoMqu trade pf Ginsg^^i^, or^ m we are in Ii^ 
land, the bfiUar trade of .Oork^ be taken. < Let 
us sttppoae.that the people of Coik^.-gain sixty 
thousand poi^nd^ a year by tfaeir. trade in butter. 
3\Voj|^ld not }ie b^ a firiend wbo would double 
jtbeir trade 1 Wotdd not he be 'an efuemy who 
^gfould take i^ away % How dote, t^ieabsentee 
4i#er fifom that enemgr ? Pees lie not take ia^ 
S¥^ty4bonsand pounds, if not fromCorky from 
l^ls^ndi and spend them among strangers T\' 
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ang^; bpwQver.Iimid that .tbe^ IrifL]^. mufit have 
good reason to' complain of Ab8entfii^^j,i^e9 
Scotch gentlemen who Wi^re not remarkably 
fi»*ii^f hpnae 4b«iWflv;P%,.l«^e|5ie^rf^if^^to ,Fwif 
<hpa^i. it.sci heartily;. .Ty^tly^.bi^irppl^ wl*h^a 
miU, tbat ScQtp)>p[)f;n w^r^ ^s^patr^QjIHV^ ;as Q^/^f 
people, wilhat ifj^bsyrj^jt^t^^irwlii^^ l^<W/?^ 
it, tfai»i,tu flQJ^e f<«tHQ^.^d.fto^ to ^w4 jtbWf, 

i MyhWoifty.^/(>(thflEnf»Q^ iq^ned it.|)^^ 
i^hWi^lH^ ^oe of Ifoo^ AbseiMtci^ :wj^Q. bad, );tif 
therto spent sojuucb owt<f>f tbe^jc^iiiitry^ di<>uld 
think proper to lire in it and build and fumisb a 
Bumsioiiifbr JiisfesidenfieM. J^tl^pk »I barer bita 
hstbTB mi^ at < this ppe^iani: mome^t^ xecom^tixffi 
the long catalogue of indastrions peoplcj^ivbo 
would be benefitted by such a circumstance. 



t } . » 4 , - . . . - 



liHe >Gommen<>ed with tfa^; Tuxib^r Miercbianl^ 
tte Qaasry man^ the Ai!cJiiti^t> .the Cafpenteft 
tibe Maaoni the Slater^ . tl^ ;2Ta4k)r^ tbePainter, 
the Labourer, ihelronmoRgef^; Heidarew .breath 
and 'proceeded with the Cabinet Maker^ the Upt 
holiftaeery the Glass bloprer, dier Bra^Qbr^ the 
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PapeMtainef. He closed with thfe €SW^^ 
xndcer A© Hartie^*mah^ the Haber*ttli^ fiftd 
the Stationer. ' . . • ri 

-^If,^-exttfe!med Ate x&!ciiIator, <«tWB ixWs 
of Ae icoHh Irdah* were ta foster ifWastif^ai 
Hdtiife as iih'ey ' ate tcmtia, fldthct' wouW^ ihose 
pooirpeople of i/i^dm^oitspdke be heairt^Wdkeft 
irtrttriU'nishitfeirt'fif iheii-bHJM; ti<n wdwl* th^ 
rags and misery of men, who are driven by 
neglect to seek ^ bread ekewhere,^^ fee kainAted 
abontthe^ stress' 6fElvterjifb^, ot rif Limikmt^ 
b^ gitEed atf, teirthed or!a\ighediat;^' ' - * i it 

I AodghiUhe day was adf aneing^ bal i^abw 

Abttght of Ae Hib^niHtn at Ae Royal^<£3B^ 

change; ' " '•••■•" m- . • . 

«•■•*■ • . ' ". ' ' " ' 

The Scotch traveller was full of Ae subject of 
Irish Absneteeisni and proceeded : ^* But ' Ae 
direct.Ioss which this system entails, ib ni^t the 
only oile. Tbdre is smoA^ and a greater* % 
depriving 'Ae eonafrj^ of its natarid cartel and 
home mftrket, it ^euls off efery hope of ite 
rising as a manvUkCtuiu^ t^nd commefciftl aalion- 
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Contrast the ejKport trade of Eoj^d mihihdiUof 
lfe]jaLiid, it is ten times « greater. .The trade of 
Dublin exceeds that pf.any btber. Irish pert* 
There are nine ports in England; the trade of the 
meanest of which exceeds that of Dublin. I 
have reason to know that the ships tonnage and 
men of the port of Liverpool are thirteen times 
greater than those of Dublin and those of the 
port of London^ twenty'five tima greater/ I 
have come over here myself to see if British 
capital can be profitably invested in this country. 
It may; and I admit; that some.' service may be 
done : but; he who thinks that English capital 
will confer on. Ireland that, coiaafort which no 
foreign capital has effected in England; is a fool 
or a madman. Rely upon it; Sir; added the 
Scotchman; rising from his seat and addressing 
himself to. roe with a very creditable feeling; the 
poor people of this country have very good 
reason for complaining of Absentees.'' 

I could not but concur in the gentleman's 
opinions. Accordingly; as we both had a con- 
siderable way to travel; we left '' the entertain- 
ment for man and horse house-' together; inter- 
changed civilities; and parted. '■ 



I did not get Wck to Bandlon before a late^ 
hoar this evetiing. As I returned^ I thought f 
coald ^ee namberle«d illustrations of what the 
Scotchman advanced and myself credited. 

{«• i i'^- .• '' j f •;»• :*.... ^ ' ' « : » *' 
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A trip to ClonaJkilty.r--Descri|itiQQ)QC tb^ (>o«]»^«]i4 
Population along the road. — ^The Huniouriat.^-^The 
Petty Sessions Court of Clonakilty. — The Exhi^ 
bition there. — ^The Tythe Plaintiff.— Reporting Ma- 
-gkrterial Pr^ceedings.^Tfae PeofAe have reason'to 
. Hkink that tiie iidmiiKktr^titti of Justioe Is e<nrrupt:-^ 
The Great Man's ^tewfucd,— rOpinlon vegai^og tli^ 
Institution of Petty Sessions. — Tfee l^<;^re w *'^' 
'West End'' of Clonakilty.— -The li^i^aen Trade of 
that ii^ace.— Between two and three hundred F]|ix 
Spiiuners labour all the year round, to give a thou- 
)Mnd per annum to a Parson. 

I was so fatigued after my excursion da 
Tuesday^ that I spent the following day at my 
lodgings. 

The atmosphere on Thntsday was particalarly 
heavy. However, I mounted the Skibbereen 
Coach and proceeded for Clonakilty. The road 
from Bandon to this place, (the distance, I think, 
is ten Iri^ miles,) is excellent, but tlie surround^ 
ing country is any thing save interesting. It 
presents to the eye no extensive plain, no rug* 



n 



ged lofty lisoiiiitam. It uhdulatea 
cantly in billy mingt, on whose summit thiext 
is no tree^ and tt€ wjtvto^foot tbete is no water. 
I do not think that I have any where met a 
mnch barer country* It is naked of all im* 
proremint like flie tnlcrer&bte beings by Wfitfffl^ it 
is (mltivated. 

It is impossible. fer a iitrapger to.pa^s lliia.w^s« 
tern r^oad .witkoiU; being^'hiKnroiwstraok. at* t(be 
droves of ragged boys^ whose sole employment 
it 'is to follow the maiVperbapsfor miles, in fe)c- 

p'ect^tton of alialfpenhy from a traveller. Voutlis 
of thirteen and^ourteen. years of age,^ wbo in 
England may be earning competent, w^ei^, jure 
here seen pursuing this degrading and melan- 
choly oc^p^tion* 

This would have been a dull journey, if all ji^ 
in the prospect ; but there was a gentleman with 

ufi(i)i8}|fi[s^jH»^tii(mQfiiV witaQd Upnder wmid 
hftte enUf^ed ta^y thiD|^ A .biU of .costs in 
Cb^paiiy wqu}4 look ijay beside him. . Bot 
8e.^it(fnil^> not <»^* single 2]^ofnent didhA cease 
dUHgingi ¥?)»^ing» biDQ^mingi jok^ or l«u^buig< 
Hifc. figure ^as cooi^t^ of tibe cocm 'Uodi 
l}oi\oy atid dalfper^ tfaeittttnisfa r qund. 
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Inndched^ th^ heidr^Uik 6a ; the vbotttdtf a, iKitt 
ittiAg'oiit of tke^MDk^ the cyea sfAnU aadiWii- 
ttbg, tb^ riioifiioiii.ibeihfiighto bfitwoi plump 
dieeks, belnReeQ'Whioh.tiie'AQsej'was lo6l.> He 
ctottiOMnoed hie etneet ef metsimwttby deooiand- 
ibgi<>f the coaebmaD,' :; hi., uj «• 

• .',■' 

^^ . With*ehuatin^of a^^are?" 



' ' ' I'A >,:ih ' . V' 



\p which query the coachman macle no reply. 

He repeated his demand, but the other ^Mcept 

- "» » * . . »''.''•• • , . , * 

his own oounseL" tJpon this, turning to one of 
the passengers; in whose face there certainly was 
mpch of the gravity of the Sanhedrim, he sung 
a$ he asked. 



• ,./ f 



What Baron or Squire, or Knight of the Shire, 
Liyes half so well as a Holy Friar, 
Holy,H.H;H,H;H.H.PWar: ' 

The' Sanhedrim wa9 silent, biit Die interro- 
gator was not to go without Hn answer. He 
lodged towards myself with an expression of 
eouttenonce^ that said, *^ Sir, any thing of the 
Sh^ndaic^ in your ^composition V^ Lives iM^y one 
^ffteilf tfa wdil «s a Holy Fri^r r r /* No, ftiend," 
i iq^JM !, '' i»one half so well «s a Holy* Vufir^ or 



ft ^d^ dr €d^' g^ttl "Dt- gtaasi *jiiaD> womam ;^ 
ebild, that did iiOd nfibid.ourlx^^idlor OMltel; 4f 
aihusefHient ^IHtebeurtiof lihe Ac^kd siaUriHO^ 

Some of the latter retunied»dmrjdlLB(luuKOUhoiialy 
enough^ more with a tremendous scowL We 
were particdlall^'eiltertlilMdKbjr one Knight of 
most rueful countbnaniie; Prom' the length of 
his face, one woidd suppose that he was on the 
high road for a colloquy with his Landlord, 
'* Whither are you bound. Blue Beard V cried 
our friend on the Box'. ''Ask the Devil ydOT 
grandfather, you scoundrel,'* replied the other, at 
which we all laughed. The humourist was a 
little disconcerted ; but as his opponent with- 
drew, he sung most plaintively,^' 

'"Tis thus W0 part from all nisQloyeA. . . 
From all the ties that bind us, 
, . From ^ob and Joan and Jack and Gill, 
And Paddy Whack behind us." 

^ Damn you Jack,*' says our little dapper io 
the coachman, '* I have got a son stbce I €ra<- 
relied with you last/' ^'Faith, then, Sii^>*^ quolh 
the latter, '' if he be as good a ttimmshis fttHer 
ifie will be u fine fellow.** *^ Oh t Jack,'^ ng<dteed 



the fatlifricfriy Qsuniiiy i ddpMd KpiAi it' helt be 
a fine fellow/' It was naituval^ and thpiigh we 

tbimr ia /inoifieBtai^ idieaap bn ^f^ Ji^fe IMHfei*^ ' 
Siiid If- lAas i geBflemon i, faii»^ vtjflh^ 'toefj >l 

of cYii JiMttix Lft^ ftOhig'^Mi Mmi '^I'Tlialty^' SS^,'^ 
quoth I, addressing loyself to hirn^/' we are 
g^'eatlf "^iiKtobte^J to ' y6«r 'foir I l^bleiiing; ?the 
j<mN^f Wi "^UjrW^ 9beiildr KatiB^ passed tff&ng' 
dobe.rly eiiougb^ had it not beeii foryotu^'^ ^o 
wUch he replie^^ ^' By the law^ Sir, we mi^ht 
as'iNatt--fae'iiieiirfilissad,-^ ' 

Fol fbl de rol lol' •.•'••';•...•• 
. I^ol fol de roUol 
Fol fol4e,^rpl.lQ}^^FQl.^jr9l^FQV4«vrql I9I;" 

which he condnued for at least a ixjue and a 
half, when he left us. . As Jie passed up an 
avenue off the high road, he took his farewell of 
the 'cdachiAan, singing. 



' -^ bo' wtere glory '^ait* thee, 
•**^,- ' Bat wli^fkiBe elates Hiee', 



N«T^:dM.MQn|a8 faMU{iof «4nier diBci^; 

. • II,. 

The coaG^( i Mailed lutOtoBdcUty a^m^^£f^ 
minutes after one. Haying no introduction to 
apjr Qf thi^M^aUlwtii^ wnd/Mi f f^ioup lintmr 

• * 

npt .tf^ung^^pMjrtiovilBt notioe <o(^ acny matter^ ^^i 
It <>tf§9irv^ f^. gfi09i{i ofiif^ttsfipttryataadn^ kj^» 
do^ and. m^Hyf AiYi^ fiilif^eii gaardkig it. * 

|^as)ce4f/^vv^t {^cQ^Ji^ti^rai/' and receii^^. 
for^an$ii^,^tci^ jnfa^/'.thf p^^»OBaca»«Kirfc 
of Clona)i.ilty.f^ ,-. ? r . » • . • • 

Having heard a good d^at o£ Irjah. tnMgJHtymtep 
and Irish justice, it occurred to me that an op- 
portunity was offered . of procuring' uoxne-^ in- 
formation on that subject* Accordingly, passing 
the i^eAtinelsiitihe first door, and proceeding by a 
long dark«ntiy, Ijcame to a (i^cond doorrivJIiij^^JIfi 
opened on the justice roorn^^ ^era a^ a policy 
man . waa statioijed, ^JKaying^ j^s^ied ba^jjt ^]^ 
peasant who sought fidmittance, he .Buffei;^ A fM 

* 

to w?4k.iiu Op entering the room, which was 
crowded to excess by persons seemingly of a 
better description (two magistrates wtf e seated 
on a sofa in the centMy), ( instantly^ perceived 



Umt there was someibing of MtmorrdiDary iiAeMst 
on the tapis. There ipraS/OK Ae cpimteaaBce^of 
almost every indiYidual present that unsettled ex* 
pression^ which indicates ^t^^oaMatt*im|iMtant 
step has been taken or is to take plaoe. There 
seemed to be a temporary ^wspewion 06 busi- 
ness. One of the magistrates fixed his eyes 
with suilennesa on tbe.fly>rfiftnd4.hea seemisgly 
unconscious- that there were iuteUeetual brings 
about him^ rivetted them on the ceilmg-r^tlie 
other scribbled with hi& peiit and next dashed 
it from his hand as though it were a murderer: 
the clerk too, who sat opposite the magistrates, 
laboured in his vocation, and appeared to turn 
his thoughts as be did his head/ every way* 

'' I asked a gentleman^ who stood by me, the 
cause of all this, '* was there any disturbance in 
the country? had any extensive robbery or deep 

• • • • 

laid conspiracy been detected ?" ** No, Sir,** 
said he, but (with an all absorbing importance 
of countenance,) that young man (pointing to a 

* • 

person with a pencil and a slip of paper) is 
going to report the proceedings of the magis- 
trates/' 

** And what does that matter," rejoined I. 
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«"<%! but,"" eoiiliritted he, <*#e a^^eel a«t 
tlie BMi^niiM win put him oiit'' 

'^ For whatl^^'denmnaed L 



v« 



Wliy^ for HtpMing."* 



''FbV reporthag!" I repeated, evidently . as- 
tomahed at UKis deetaration: "* What," said I, 
^ca&the magifttrates be ashamed or afraid of 
tiieir proceedings bdng made public ? I have 
heard of depositions in cases of murder and 
Mgh treason being received in private, but I 
never heard of any objection to the publicity 
of the general run of magisterial business." 

The gentleman looked at me, as if I. had seven 
heads, and not a pennyweight of sense in ail of 
them. Not being, as it would appear, one ex- 
actly after his own heart, he soon withdrew from 
me, to join the chief cohiitable. ' This' latter 
person was )pdsted behind the magistrates, and 
was far from being an indifferent spectator. 

After the lapse of some time a reply was 
given by the jui^tices to a question, which, I 
presume, had been proposed' by the young man 

D 
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.with the pencil andpapef^p^ior iQ 4Qi>y comihg. 
Ooe of them told fatniv in ^. voice «capcelj audi- 
ble« that he would not prevent him from re- 
porting. The other justice followed by saying 
that he would not prerent him thcU day. 



• « 



The particular leaning of the bench was 
clear; still this announcement was received 
withisurpi^y 'and teJal^W'ttdiilMtstlbe gi!tilater 
part of the by^Btanders paired off, evidently 
disfiteitisfiediandf disappointed^. 

' I Svas determined ^to prdbfe this affair to the 
bottom. Accdrdttogly makhig my way by de- 
grees to a little tuddy faced g^iitleman (whom 
I noticed, on two or three occasions, speaking 
-with the reporter, and wh6, fcom that circiim- 
stancel thought was Irkdy to give me informa- 
tion^) l,reqiiestdd of him, after i^me common 
place qticrftwms, to -vexphtn to' me tte scene 
whichrhai just ^ast befotr toe. 



I ' 



" Yotr ^ppear^ theh, Sir," said he, " to- be an 

entire stranger." 

..' > ' « • 

I replied that J' had no local kiowlfedge of 
Omiaftihy; before f batday; 
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' *' Perhaps, then," aMed he, ^ you are also un- 
acquainted with- the peculiar circuin8tance8X>f 
ibis, country ?" 

I told him-fliat I wasacquabtad with some of 
those circumstances, and that I conceiTed them 

greatly in want of refornu 

% 

' He tbdu^ihehad'fonnd a.Jundred spirit 
■ 
'^ IS so* Sir," said be emphjEttipaUy, '^ very few 

parsons, proctors, landlords or agents, police- 
men, magistrates . or CQrporators think as ^you 
dp, and hence, they would throw every impedi- 
ment in the way of those who would furnish 
you or me with those facts which constitute the 
basis of our opinions. , You must be well aware 
that all the minutiae of the, tyihe and toll sys- 
.tems, of rackreqting, of charges against police^ 
gA^tlefolks ^nd the like^ qome before the magis- 
trate. Now if these cannojt bear the light, .^U 
those connected with them must necessarily be 
disgraced by exppsiire* Hence the proceeding 
respecting which you have questioned me. That 
young man, with whom you may have seen me 
speakings .fought proper to report the pro- 
ceedings of this court ; a very harmless under- 
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taking one ' would suppcme. 'However^ M'^ 
once, every man viho h^d^ thee potter to ^ofn 
press the poor, rose up in arms against hiiA. 
It was rumoured during the last week, that he 
.was'to be put out this daV:' ^IPoii'itost fcave 
seen that the room was^ ' titby^fS6d t^ ^ «tdeM. 
Churchmen, corporatbrs, tkekfbtiti^'p^tebiifeti, 
revenue officers and soldiers, the tag rig and 
bobtail^ all tlhronged tbg^^tll^i' W^itke^ liid hu- 
miliation ; but the m£g(6tt^tefi had'^eaird 4otn4- 
.thing of a letter to ttie ibrtf'GHaifcellbr and b{ 
other matters^paftiods^ to ' jStMibfticlAt-^d 
were obliged to disappo^t' the liopes of ^t&e 
^ company «^ You saw yourself, how ungracefully 
,th^conce*8Sibn was made.** • . * 
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At this moment a tythe case was called t'n, 

•*'■"■ * . 

md one of the magistrtites, being a clergyman, 
jiyithdrew. His pjacp was* immedSately o<icu- 
pied by another justice— arid the tythe plaintiff 
Jximseli^ familiarly took his seat on the magis- 
terial sofa. I thought that with a decent regard 
, to justice, the latter might h^e iskt 61r fetc^od 
ewperc, 

One of the tythe payers begged mercy folf a 



few4ay§. U ^ms granted^ but then the plaintiff 
fmlboritativelf ordeifed the police to '^ turn that 
feUow out." ' . / 

Another Q«fe o^ the awie kind followed^ and 
the flBivASi^^ff^ the petitioner ^ to be turned 
0Ut> itiui \^ d^mied to Um/' 

;-( looked;, 9^^^sb^d af^proceediogs of this 
kia4 ^i^d^ilF*?(^PK to ^7 niddy faced informant, 
8dd, thai;, .ifjii^ice yere npt really corrupt in 
.]((eland, I feai]ed the poor man had too much 
feason to auspeet it so,. 

« 

The gentleman remarked that I had now 
ocular demdnatration of the mode in which 
minor jurisdictions were conducted in Ireland. 
^ The publicity of the proceeding you have now 
witnessed, will annoy the magistrates and tytfae* 
people beyond mf asure*" I afterwards learned, 
that . snch waf actually the ca^. A magistrate, 
who was also a tythe owner stopped, on the 
high road, the young man, that took the notes, in* 
formed him that tythe cases did not come within 
the scope of his obsenration, and that, if he 
should attempt to take cognizance of auch, be 
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would put himf oUt of tbkt cofMin which He, 
the tythe magiiiraie, could nbt adt afr a' judge; 
but might often appear as a party. 

' A walk Htfoiigb-^ the towfi if^asMW proposed 
to ttre^ and; accordiriglyy tlMllie*iieBsknisT0oifl« 
—Whilst pacing ovcy the eaiStetb diridt^h of flits 
place, I asked my Clotmkflty acquaihtance^ if he 
really thought tbat^the ihstftuiionof petty'sessi^ns 
fi^as • calculaied to stsnre the-coiintiyi ^-Byill 
means,'' replied he, ** if ptAAMif he aUolir^d^ 
otherwise coitiiptioti has taken deeper ("oOt tbtit. 
ever. Formerly, When the magii^traite acted irt 
Uts' individual capacity, tfiere was some, thougli 
indeed a'trlflifag^seburity in his perabaal respon- 
sTftiKty. 'Jfear, if pfablidty Be pi^eiit^,<hefe 
id noi id^curity whoever.- A dedsion may be 
^Ottsly i^ttoraht, ot prdfllgaiely bbrirupt ; but 
the fghorah^ <^ the' <5<>frUption'ts lit^ tttifte^ lior 
is it your's. It is that of %^Wy feody^^fld of iio 
body. It is that of the bench. However pub- 
Hdty would answer evety end thst- could be 
expectl^d. tt'wo^ld either awe Ihe magistracy 
itito profptiety,* or, by exposing the to to the pro-' 
per autliorfties^ visit tiliem with tn^ted^ oasiiga^^- 
tion;* 



loouat^di ifode by iw^i . ,. . , . - - j; 

** Do you 8e€^" said my Ciceroa«» '^ the man 
yfho haa JM^trpSL»sed .U9* He is ^w^r^^t^ a 
noble lordj w)io fe^i4cf m tbit neighbaurhof^djf. 

Some tup?, ^S ,^.ifampitted,?i,viplg;>t; a^PW^^ 

a/^rjv^rds ,<?oa^m^fl9j^,ia»d.,rtiojij^ ihe comfi: 
pl?^i»apt ^cottld .«if|et.np..cpu»tQnaiLce iffligi^ji}}^, 
lUdgiftlp^e^ the.d/^feftdanli .i»as.|^^..t9 cc|i^.. 
f^oroisie tbe .m^ter^,%^ 1^ pf,>^4i?«!JH I?W»pif 
D^a^y were..tQ,,jn^He.» watfaJC; apgjjc^tioB.^tJ^ig. 
d^y at tb^,.,pe,% ;»p8iMqi)8,fapd .eiitjrf^ 
i4low«d, I jr^rJfa^t you, €^ti^ )|ts i^patiqn^ 
wpuld be rec^ivjodj orittb^ c<aun^y,.yif0^1dyi9^^ 

tbe haaiard^of being :»ii|w»>ti\^ 93^**feSWJ:VW 
dom thatshouicl r/^^/ct tbem,'* . ; - .^ m, / j >. 

We bad jqow got inta^ wbat^frpoa^ its fii^aMpp. 
aod relative aiiyeri«i»tiy was liuihtmably ti^vilie^ 
^ Tbe wea(^ end." It jconaistAd pnaptg^y,x>f: a^ 
square ; the bouses of wbicb by no u^e^^xoi:*! 
responded witb the prevailing mediocrity of Uxe 
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.Hi^^jcpiaa of t^ |loxal ^ JE^phjRi^ge, cquld ^ot 
have seen much better houses from Tower Hill 
to Temple bar. 

My conductor saw my perplexity, andj^ils 
ended it, ^' That house, Sir/' said he, '^ is oc^ 

,,pi(ye4 by ? P^Tft09.iii^J^»V bjr %<pf petpr ;; ithat, 

.bj a»cQunlgf jr^c^5?oll^gii^; jtb^l^.b^ record^^r; 
. i)^at| by: ^ cvMHfW-hoJki^e pifijQer ; tbfit; by % t^x* 
, g^^^rer,"— *• Hpjc}, ^4 fn«Jf^#" wed I, iatpr* 
f^p^ogbim in t^a catalogue^ ''I understood 
ev/^r^ tbipg p^rffrctly well- J though jt tb^e 
J;iQij^p9. ipjgljt have bcjeiji QCQupi^d by useful 
,.jnc|u8try^ . I, now pcfrceiver that J. ^fts mistaken. 
.In ^]^^u4 !W h^ve mer^haiuts,, traders, apd 
i^^W^fH^f^c^ilPSi;^! ift lI?c^an€^,yo^ haye proctors, 

MY )^©.W>ffi W.We^i^<^^KV4*rtlj^|lWP9H'-— '^^ 
building was not worth notice. Ij^ak^ t^e 

gentleman, who was with kne, how those in the 
,lj|n^ ^adc: w?^ circum8t^llced^ J' wex^ th^isom- 

"Very comfortable/' leplied he, '*I was in the 



'iJdsiohs cotftt tbfe 6ther aajr, and one oftlipem 
kdif that, indriexf, h^ never wanted potatoea, 
and he could sptrrt z. clean shirt evei^ live 
v^eeks.^^ ' '""■' '■••••-*'■■-• 

I begged to know at wkat rate they were 






Ue told" kk iHat; Wh^ii diid ^oestioti X)f re* 
'ilncing t1i6 bounties cm the eipori 6f linens was 
%^ifated^ 'It 'appeared fi^om^s^^ that a 

treaver might earn from eight-pence to a shitttof^ 
in 'Sixteen iionrs^; atid^'a Aa::c-spinner dt 'sUilling 
or %ftieen-petic^ a week> My inferdiant^ now, 
^s if suddehly inspired, shot into a calciiTatron 
of the hnmber of flax-spinners, i&at should be 
in requisition, as h^ said, to make up a tiirotisand 
a year for iat pafson/ The i^iunber h^ conjured 
up, was so oppressively and tinconsctbnably 
«eat, that I vowed, rather than make one of 
them, 1 W(mld try iny fbrttmy efvieti it ih6 Royal 
Exchanged ■ ^' '' '^-^-'^ ^ '-' ' "^ ,rl't-: 






It^^asliow foui' b^c(o<ik, and I wished to be 
informed how I could most conveniently return 
to Bandon. 



' ^^ Ybu isfaull diiie iMilh w?^t// Mid my ruddy 
feoedffietfdi ^ and tuy bovse ifr dt tyotnr setviee 
after/*- • - > . ^ ,.i.\ . ^ .: 

'There is sometbiag imiist&Uy jlereaasiTe inr 
the" tnanner in whieh ttfiilmbitiaik>itfvite8ij^oa to 
partake of his hospitalitiee.-^Chir'coantiyinttD 
do not grudge you a dioner, butthey merely aisk 
you to their table. An IrishmAA litenlly ' in- 
vites you — »You confer an obligation on him. 
He frankly and truly tells you, that you would 
make him happy« I made no point of accept- 
ing an invitation thus heartily given. During 
the evening, I obtained from my host many 
important particulars connected with the ge« 
neral state of the country. 

I arrived in Bandon by ten o'clock ^ 

It may not be irregular to observe here^ that 
I met my Clonakilty entertainer, sometime ago^ 
in London. He told me that the young man 
continued to take notes at the petty sessions, 
that, in the reports published, certain matters of 
interest connected with the tyihe system and 
manor charges had come out, that the proctors, 
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corporators^ ^fid rack^Eeniers, stiU hated r^ort* 
ing, bttt Ihat, when any one of ihem wa« e^ 
posed; the rest uniformly rejoiced, so ans^iQiijs 
were they, severally^ to throw the odium of the 
pubbc poverty off their own 8houlder»« < He 
also 8tated>/thaA the pdioe bad been con^^t 
abliy .ehrilisedi a^d-tbati so long afi ithe;))imftf 
kispt k watchful eye on them the ^*<^erriia4r 
thoritiea would « f \v 
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JvU ,;i:i; .' '. ... ; 1 .^^ j! innt'Ji;'. fey/. ;',-. ', jf 

^ wcM^ JBodon-^XA^ »fii8i|njv^ ft^^ojctj^f j fffm 

o th^ tpuwi^— TJ^e ^ di^tjraiii^ — ^An . accidental meeting 
. )inith an old friend in the Con3tal)ulai'y — Jfhe su'bject 
of Irish landlord and ^nani — G^heral character of 
Irish landlords — ^Instances oflt^Mitiips onthc^pat^^ 
tenants— Head-landlords^ Ag^ents, and Middlemen— 
1'^ .^4fn0 of i«ck-«r«nt44-!'Bttikr|itfl(i» bwt po po^ x^iBff in 
.:,c'.lWi^«iliT-B^Mfii^feWi»g.ipv80WT-?'he qqmmitteeofl 
J ->^>^t^tfi oflrejiaftd— The; A.1>1>®7 of Timoleague. 



• ' %' 



It wiir, be readily believed, that, by this ^tAe, 
a considerable change had been effected in my 
notions ' regairding thfe'IrtsH ^eadlantry, and 
that;; if tliad' possessed tlie ihfbrtbaticm, wfcJeh 
^ Fewexcursiohs had iince giVen fne, I' fefhckild 
not have been sb'ebtitety a^oritehed^ the^iti^ 
clainati6n ofltie'Hib^rhikh^^Wlieli' «i^ fcbrtWsii 
which drew the Lord Mftyof's frofccfi, f^ttmodi b^ 
him ,30 enviably^ at the Royal Exchange. On 
the first day of my rambling/ FddaJrljr perceited 
that the Irish tythe systeni ^ros Oppressive and 
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disgraccful^-^ppressiTe to those who laboured 
under it, and — disgraceful to those who supported 
it. . If a man is to pay for the way he goes, and 
the way he does. not <^^^rl^t not religion be 
dragged in to justify the extortion. Again, if 
the religious labourer is worthy of his hire, let 

OW thij «\dcbtiiA ^\l^^% Hkkt ahkcmeeiMD^n- 
taAed aii etiohn^n^ leVil 'bh Ae 'coiteitry,itti!iid ton 
Thu,rsday^ I certainly rtceired iii vcry-fefour- 
able impressiQn^ ;vvit|i respect to the ad^iAistra- 
tipn'Of Jmhjmtjli(;e^,. ..O . M . ^ • . i .i .,1 

However it Wils'myiiiiMrtio»]tar<mftke<«ii# or 
two excursioris more, aadsoihtthfiiijg;' may 'arise 
in those to revive my old opinionlsr, 6r to eorifltm 
withiin me what I. may. i^Qw consider my ^ew«^ 

-' ' •■ » . ; - , , , . .J . r I . 

» "i ■ . ' « 

i OnlSn^y,l p^opee^^ in , a, 90uth- westerly 
4ireft^io|i;v from- Bi^ndoo.; I. visited, Timoleagu^, 
afHl .i^i^ei)9^4 a ,cQn8^der,%We portion of j^e 
Barofiy iof ^bi^fie ^pd. Barryroe^ I c^so pi^sf ed 
ow^ flp AffiaU . pijrt of what^. I . think, is, called 
tb0 Msti! (iwisioa* 0f ,Ewt QvffheJtry. ,,...,_. 

-. v9ieC<^Q Isapter into a regular, detail^ of the 
di^^ntf^.c^ t]^is,day^.I may be allpwefi to mention 
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one < cifcinmiiinQie • cemented mik • .it^ wbioh 
struek me movt ^se&aibly. at Uie -mfm^iiit) and 
vviUeh hftsneveff failed fiincei when JiwAect.upoB 
it^ %0 ejceile die dt^pwt «oiotioM«^ 

. ii»viiig proceeded) to ^9 90«ilth-*weatQf Tii^Oh 
league, as £wr aa. tho Albuitie lOt^n, I w^y #t^A4' 
ing oa tlie shore; ;iiinwwg.1}ie wihjk an^^gimd 
aeenefy of the aewtbeai ictofi^i wA tbioking that 
tlie wave-whioh waahedtt^ had^Jike myself^ tra* 
veiled from aootber jand^-trl ootieed a high 
precipice behind me^ to the brink of which the 
plough had been driven, and I shuddered aa I 
saw a peasant h^NKUeesly paas along it. I asked 
a finhevman, if tbe country people did; not fear 
to expose tfaemsehresin such places. He said, 
'^ No»'^ and with my permission, he would teU 
me a story about that same cliff.— He informed 
me, that, some years ago, a prootqr from Clona- 
kilty, had come on the farm which the cliff 
bounded, on an affair of tylhe. The owners of 
the land at the time 'were two brothers; and 
when the proctor. visited them> they w«» aotnaUy 
digging a ridge of potatoes, -where I bad seen 
the man walking. — Owing to some circumstance 
or other, the proctor and die brothers fell out, 
and exchanged blows. — The brothers were <»q. 
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bttt'tlie proctor being d "vety 'powerfel man, xvw 
fairly a maleh-fbrtbem*— Accordingly tiMy 
straggled tofig'witMlQt vidlory docidiog for eiHier 
party. At length tho'pR)otof tbrew <meof tbo 
brothenii who was between him and the pliff^ 
oveft^ii^oyftT iui hut inot down. 'Hie peasant 
cliHig to the prootof ^ ln^e«8ty and brought biir ^d'- 
T^sary aifteir hka:-^Tbe pottsait hung suspended 
over the pi«cipioe> :tad'4he ptiootor^s body lay 
stretched ncross the vidge* Itwas^' now in the 
power of the second brother to ennihilate' tbe 
proctor, but his own flesh and blood would be 
inevitably lost - Aoeordiiigly he hesitated ibr a 
moment. He^ with the al^ss of delith beneath 
him, saw the feelings and f ebuked it. With more 
than Spartan reohlessnesi^ of life, he exclaimed, 
''Damn it, man^' spare me not, down, down, 
with the proctor." It is superflous to say, that 
this demand was not complied with. 

Having presented my reader with this illustra* 
tion of the Church militant in Ireland, I shall 
now start as it w^ere-fromlBuidon.. I (lad not 
travelled many miles from that places when. 1 
was overtaken by a tremendous fall of rain. A 
heavy shower is a great - ^mper on a man's 
curiosity, yet I could not but remark two persons 



vAvi, ikete tnoviVig t6Wi^b!ic», Ibbngh stSI at a 
t:mirid^ble dfistanrce^. '' *f1ie ^Mie' ihM m&MM, 
and carried an umbrella. He seemed ahicioaB 
to get rid of his attendant. The latter walked 
;iti the rain witli Ms fie&d %ihdeifl^l^; ««d«^pa- 
'hsntty sut^pllcateif 'a fSVefur 4^dh #aB p^t^sbifk* 
torily refused. As they passed "^Id^^b^ ia^y^l 
heard the one who waf^ on foot, implqre the 
otlier, ** not to take every' Aing.'* *' Damn the 
pinsworth, shall I leave you, you rascal, '^' replied 
the latter^ riding off in a full gallop." 

The individual, whom the horseman had thus 
leix, stood, for a moment, lost, as it were, in the 
contemplation of some dire misfortune. He^ 
then» turned a wild look towards myself and 
ejaculated, '* My poor children.*^ 

^ ' iThere deemed to have been an appeal to my 
sympathies ; and I inquired into die cause 6f 
such deep a^ctionl * ^ ^^ 

'^ *' Oh, Sir,^* replied he, ^* I am thirbwn upott^tHe 
world. I have a small farm of laud which I 
took fifteen years ago: t Ikid out every, fki^ing 
1 bad hi Che w< rid upon it. Pirfbes wete ^ IbW 
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^fcjftcjija<w mj 1^ ^ck U driven nway f^f 4^ 






^ft^fiim' •■• £- tJ^ 
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. , A* Ate 9N»3k«Mil:,.fl9^f .j^qw^ .IM»4 otbipr o^l^ 

" Here they couv?/* exclaimed the peasant, 
/'God help me.'* , . ' . 

The distrdint now passed oh) driven by tWo 
meni certainly, of, rather fejrociou? aspect. , JThe 
.people eyed them as. d^spoilers. It was evident 
jl^t rescue i^njlered. into the wishes of Ifaie' one 
p^rty and th^. apprehensiqns of the other* ,A 
woman and &ur children, three of ^hem little 
girls, formed part of the train. They appeared 
tp he of tl]|,e family, of t^e peasant, and to be 
following;, ^heir little .^all to die pound^ the grave 
of their hopes. I do not remember to have 
ever seen fear, suspicion, grief and indignation, 

,Hy)i;e Mroijg^y <Jep^c^ed tlj^n in t^iij li^le^r9up. 

. - 4,Siapfwtt^er,9f,cpf^e, jihe peasant ^p^ned in 
^^b|B,proce^sion,japd left pae to pursue myjouiy^ 
and my reflections. 



70 

I had na data by which tp ji^dge the merits of 
the particular case before me. The landlord 
may have been wronged^ the peasant may have 
been oppressed. On what side the truth lay. it 
wa# impossible for. m^ to determii^.,, I conten- 
ted myself, therefore, with turning over all I had 
ever heard of Irish landlords anfl tenants,, the 
eternal jarring of those parties CQntrasted with 
the harmony of the same classes in my native^ 
country. 

Whilst I was thus ruminating, I observed a 
gentleman with a green frock coat and a red 
sash, pacing carelessly dovpi an avenue which 
intersected the main road. Though he was, 
when I first descried him at ^ distance qf ^t 
least a hundred yards from me, something told me 
that I had seen his face before. I stopped, he 
was my old school-fellow. We had been in the 
same class and loved each other; and this 
was the first time, after long years, that we ha,d . 
met ; Ihave but a fsant recollection of my clas- 
sics now, but there is a verse, I think, in Horace 
or Virgil, beginning with, '' O qui complexus." 
It might have been truly applied to us, and wo 
met, not in our native land, but afar ; that circum- 
stance which gives to home and boyhood, and 



all its early recoU^ctiofis, a thousand nameless 
charms. 

My friend informed me, that he was a.Chief 
of PoIice> in the county of Cork ; but that he 
was then oh a' visit with a gentleman who re* 
nded not fair from us. He invited me to ac* 
company him to the houfee of the latter, where 
he could procure a horse and join me in my ex« 
cursion. I instantly complied, and in about 
twenty minutes, we were both. on the Jiigb joad 
again, having promised to dine at six, with the 
very worthy family, to which my friend had in* 
troduced me. 

It is unnecessary for me to say, that fbr a con*- 
siderable time after we' got under weigh, ouf ' 
conversation turned exclusively on our own pri- 
vate concerns, upon those prospects of 'our 
earli^ days which had been realiz£$d oi^ bisisted 
fibfr ever. Howevei',- when the tide of anxious 
enquiry had somewhat abated, I bisthot^ht 
me of the subject on which I had been medita- 
ting when I met my frien'd and^— resumed it. It 
occurred to me that my friend, from a tesidence 
of some years in. Ireland, from mixing with all 
classes of the Irish people and from other cir- 



ctin&tSBkRces,' -ittigllt be ^a£ile& ^6- throw isome 
bgfctOHit. ' 






^' Afteir mentiofik^ tfie :etreuiiGf6tftfice of Mie 
difitraint, I asked my friend if he tiiougbf iKtft 
the landlords of Ireland were justified in their 
^>0Bipt«&nt8 ^gaansi diiiir tenatitrjr i 6i tbafr, oh^the 
«ieiitr«tr)r,th6 teh&kti^ltad^>ea&6tt^^to^4om^lttii^<^ 

'* AV''rc(fl«!d'tity^d%choo!Jfi91aw, **«Mrt is 
a subject tipbtt fif^tch 'l ^«ft speak ' id ffils 
country, and I have m^^e not a few my ene-> 
ime» by expresising my real sentimenta on it. 
F^dld'dhxfbsf father be a beiuSI b( bbdeniih 
*fi%fogd/tW#eteti«Li»<^tiiiM^teMhs i^Ait 
^lA^hhiiMSlbtdiyvnth vvbimfi am lacqtiainftibd^'^ 

''' * ^^ ' * i ' '-) i ' ' " ' ^ i* '\' •.■•,? * . 1 1 < ' ■ - ' ' ^ ^ 

^^Ifli^^ toy • ttimdi iMDtid^ ikt betstsj of 
lHi»lbi^ 'SAgtaftd) i cl)uid^:tiiMiTb«t ^flnnkof 
:diosb ^fag)b> cotvitpdo^e. tLxiidMiiyor aip Ootnlali, 
mkd of ttefiib^miiih^wlio'ekivieid/lhek^c^^ 

I' »-^"a- .1, -ii.',.' » -,' .;« v<i>t» ..• .»*.*»• 

^1 ^A'^Qiodianiilerd,'' Qtelhwdd/lhe ChieCriif 
Solitse, ^18 um monfitioa^ Ji Jitriand. .When 
raok m ooe appearsyiib is :lo6kQd;upM^ as a ciM$l» 
«iidJicctuaily eonsHlBted^GGeiAriie. ,Tke jckh Ihiilk 



stances the poor believe what the rich t|iii^|Mf| 
practise on him accordingly. In truth, '^ a good 
|#p<Uord io.Jrj^d»"..^w»(Ml .l*e "-^-Wod 
j^iriiiafHeU««" )i:. .:.,!..• v- i>/. • -. <M.;f> 

of mutual regard between the landlord Bj^Jiiifi 
tenant ; the landlord regarded the tenant with 
,A 4W^ee of ipf|CfAMd>^9li/9it^q,'ii|ul Tiewisdtliis 
£n^sper]t|y^6.iuf^p9jrabl«fr4^bf«owii. . <^ 

■ * T I 

^ ]y{y friend b^e entered ^ifuU lengt}i)#tQ..^l^ 

.{^oUtical bi^tovyof ; Ii^laod>.a$.&ias ii.^ffs 4^i|- 

fXisted wiib ^w«9rei9^«t.»i^e^ ^^jsi^^t 

tH^ werwhelpwPg/iWiWWty'^^^ 

the soil in the sister country, had obtained their 

iestaiAs^ «ta({ii0ifciimflritlfftM. Vfh^:W%J»[^tf^^- 

rwaldailo ib«t tk^(ieUuito tniionltivMofK o£< AiM- 

^Iafadfa&i(li)mao(^!«lilita lietoj«irt)liJfeely^ihiB 

^^lilliqJuiAiidjfoivtbeciilv^^ [vtte 

also informed me, that, during the existence of 

Hhd >3tUhinParhameBt^ an lAtft hhA.ibQei^ fast 

iisUiih eiiMbiUkfirotefttifldxto file aibill,«£{da- 

< tiiDWi7>>agaiust^<dityie^^ 9*png 
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prpfiace of a faravibt,the$ppportof bimself and 
bis^ familgr* The object of that measure was to 
starve.tjie Catholic intaPiote^taiitism ; however, 
the landlord perceived,: that friiatever the object 
might be, he was the gainer* Accoirdiogljr, 
^when, by the relaxation of. jtl^^. Penal Code, thp 
Act .was repealed, he iiraar Jfor J^ee^ang the Papist, 
the tenant, xlown stilU In ot^er.wai^s die evil 
effecta of the Act :autvived 4iie Act itself. 
There were also otb^rx^sest conducing io high 
Uinta a«d consequent >> disagreement betweefi 
landbrd and tenant, • in Ireland. The popnlar 
tion of the cwntry naturally increased. Wilh 
this augmentation of people, there was a corres- 
poQding augmentation of labsenteeisnu The ab- 
sentee, by withdrawing from Ireland those -means 
wbiebrwcjiikl give employment to.. many as me* 
chanios, tfasew.allupoti the land for subistence^ 
Thus fprievery. acre i)f. land, there were .sccurea of 
bidders, each one outvieingthe other, tempting 
ihptproprietor, if . Iempt«iti«rn were necessfory, to 
let hisf propeity at i Ihd wrery liighesi. fienny/ ^ati a 
Sum* which theitenandca^iiievfr tpay. 

••' ' ' ' 

'/ The landlord^ then,'- said I, ^' does* not care 

whethfer tile teiiaQtlives ordiesyifrovided^he 

ean sompie thetlast Curthing for his lend.'' 
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'^Precisefy so,?'i HepUdd my friend. ''If a 
landlord in Ireland see a tenant with a g6od 
eoat^ be is sure to charge him with assuming 
ains. That Which -wtmli be A source of grati- 
fication to an Eiigfish proprietor's mind, onfy 
Embitters his/ He will bring him to an equality 
of rags, with thol^e &botrt him, by raising his 
rent at- th« iifrst opprbrttxnity. Again, if a tenant 
gtve^is daughtei*^ hi tnarriagetind a few pounda 
with her, the fahdlordmnst necesisarily be rob- 
4)64, for dowries were designed for ladies only, 
to^ enable them to sit at their ease^ to rustle ih 
silks, and ioath those who earn diem." 

I asked my friend whether any particular 
instances of hardship had come within his own 
obseryation, be replied, ^taaaBy;"btit that the 
most heartless and disreputable, Wast one in 
wbiebhimsdf had been partly concerned. * 

An-indiistriouB' mato bad taken some percheiS 
of ground to build on^ fovwlHeb be wa^ to pay 
an' annual reoft of seventeen pounds. There 
were three persons, ostensibly connected with 
the property. The landlord, his agent, a&d 
the deputy of the agent.—- Most of the business 
was transacted through the last mentioned^ and 
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aone could fidspect that money given to him, 
would not be admitted by the second, and Con- 
sequently by the firatw— The first yearns rent was 
paid 111 adtance to die deputy of the agent, and 
t)^e property' improted* However, when the 
firilt year had expired^ ihe landlord^ to the gteat \ 
astonishment of the tenant, demands rent for it. \^ , 
The tenant alibwed the receipt for seventeen T> 
pounds from the deputy of the agent. The land* 
lord denied the power of tb^ deputy to receive 
rent on his estate. ^^But,"^ said the tenant, **he 
has been commissioned by your agent, and he 
has a letter authorising him to get money in ad- 
vance from mc.** •'Well, my agent does not 
admit that," rejoined the landlord. 

^ Well then,'* said the tenant, '< it is very hard 
on me, to be obTiged to pay rent twice over. I 
wiH give you seventeeu-pounds ; ' but, as your 
f^enf s deputy says, he has a letter of authority 
from your agent, >hich the latter denies, will 
you walk just an hundtied yard'ii with me, to the 
house of the deputy, and by asking to see the 
letter, contribute to protect your tenant from 
wrong." 

•' Vo, '1 win not," replied the landlord. I 
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hiuat g^t my t^ntf I ^do .opt .want to be argpvig 
with yott/' The ,te]|ani pai^ the/ se^enleeiji^ 
pounds to th^ kiMUocd^ and lie tlieii ntked tbe 
agent, tp cQBvkt, if . he Govld^ the 4epttljf of ^ 
fi^sehood. V.Will 2|rott/':Mid. he to,bim, f^-vr^lk 
|p hie lioiiae^iKfiddbEB^iiKltQ fee the letter wbkl) 
he showed to me^ and which, he aays, here^ 
peived from you/' . " I won't," was the reply* i 

I begged to know irmm my frieodi if the aevent 
teen pounds c^uid not he reeovered by la^w prOf 
cfedinc^s. 

I was told that Uie «0m4 was an ^ttorney-r 
the deputy though no aitoTQey^ a Jaifyer $ and 
that the landlord w;as not disposed to interfere 
in the matter. From the nature of the parties 
idoncerned, and the circumetance of the receipt 
for the seventeen-poundsy being on unstamped 
paper, there wo\Ud be a certainty of trouble, 
and hazard of loss in law proceedings^ which 
the tenant did not wish to enoonnter 

I expressed my opinion that the tenant bad 
been very badly treated. 



V I 



'< Yes," r^oiaed my. friend, frowning with in- 

£ 
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dignatil»B/ ^^'IrdketOTordi .taw (the nam^ of 
Bom&^cff ikoBt fwiwmf'i9di^LAd^to resokitiaiw 
aboat^dte tuvbulcoikaa' fiiid^die ck^iutiee of )tbe 
peftsemtry* They^ i«k>ald go to: iictt^s 'gatoBi to 
putiisli an iBifoitdBaCe :)i9hfte-boy/ aod n^^ 

• .' ' C: i^i'. iri :-^L JJ I'. ,'-:>: .0 i..J 

* We »0W spbke^'of thentiireB d toonptioiis . of 
isAuiloiKte toito iMndsmiifrciaii^ The/ ]ir6- 
' f^ietoi? in ^ feo/^^^^toliiilddleiiaa^y atid aj t]»id 
< MS^d^ detivii^ uiidertlife ]BMiti • ... 1 31 

Vj V .. • . • .. . 

/ ff 3]b0]^ artt all 0p}iiranH|ff8,''.fiaid.tiie cA>ief of 
"jjlolic^ eoiphiittiqallf ^'^Msi^^ 

^f ¥es^'* «^aiedfb«i ^iwWWcJl^/a? tk« .agent 
<Az3m the T«t«>ilowi* .r#ii^ peat J^9S'fmyff\ 
iw^esDtm tb« others liai?e bo jomt^atock cpm- 

'IJMBIiy/ •' * ' T -' • ! . M • • » «ii f ' c : '■. 

li Mutirtd w ejn?knation of thiii. 
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« Well theii»"6atd mfmiormMti ''liiten— -the 
middleman^ and his eiQaaattoviy the third one) aet 
their land at fhi^ bighcalf (SidiUe rent — The agent 
ofrthe proprietor in fee.veto at the higheat^ ^m- 
paliUe with hia-doaoeiiD-^The.iicaninal i«ot of 
tfaeiptadanlciKhojAii>ldiijrodfr the headJandlord, 
may be less than that of him who derives from 
the others^ but the bribes to the agent make the 
real amaaai the. ttime*/ iTo. illnstiate Mb, I 
k^ew.a: fanii of fiftjt torea^ to be just out of 
leaHe* It wm hel^underiai^oble lord* The 
tenant, not wishing io^beihruft out of his only 
means of subsisten^, applied to the agent to be- 
friend bim.-<^inie agent he)d out his hund, and a 
purse of thirty . gmoeas was put ii^to. it. He 
looked at the money, scowled, and flung, it about 
the rpom. The poor man after collecting iip 
bis guineas,. aa weH as he could, went:home, 
strained every nerve, and brought twenty more. 
The .fifty were received — ^The land was relet to 
the old tenant at a tirifle under w)iait the middle- 
man property brought in ; 'but the vent was itoo 
high, apd prices feU, and the agent bad the poor 
man's capital in his pocket. In three or four years 
this tenant was ^s distressed a pauper as he who 
may have pvomtsed ai little mom i«nt,rbat who 
had given much less money." 

I 2. 
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The obief of Police "now proceeded to recount 
th^ names of several letters an^ 8ub-*letters of 
landj wlio were distinguished for their justice 
and huonaiiity ; however, as my ot>ject was to 
ascertain the character of classes rather than of 
individuals, I took no particular notice of the 
very impartial catalogue. / ' , 

Our argument on Irish landlords was broken 
in upon, or, more properly speaking, enforced 
py ihe following circumstance* We perceived 
the hving skeleton of an aged woman, on whom 
there was scarcely a single thread of covering, 
walking like a spectre from a cabin on the road 
side.; apd when she had caught us with her eye. 
Vanishing suddenly from our sight, — I had seen 
youtpinrags; W, I confess, I was not prepared 
Xo meet old age thus deplorably destitute. I did 
not think that any state of society^ even the most 
barbarous, would suffer a Temale of seventy-five 
years, to exist in almost absolute nudity. My 
friend a«id myself could not resist tlie temptation 
of shopping here £of some time and , enquiring 
mto tjie circumstances of the. neighbouring pea* 
sahtry.' * All con^plained of high rents, and one 
man; shewed us a demand of three pounds- an 



.-..■. . . •- 1 

acre for lanci, the produce of which may pay the 
tythe and the rent, but could not, from calcula- 
tions we had made, leave the value of one far- 
thing for the cultivator himself. 



I asked my friend whether or not there were 
Poor Rates^' in the country. 



it 



^Oh! no,** 'replied he, ^'an IrisK gentleman 
would be^Bme nervcHis at the' very mention of 
iPbor Rates. But iliere are rich rates in it. A 
.clergyman of our' Church has five hundred a 
year for doing nothing, and if he be a bishop, be 
may havefrom'five thousand to fifteen thousand 
a year, Theh there is the rich rate to build 
churches that afe' never used, and the rich rate 
iii extravagant rent, and the rich rate in absen- 
teeism/ There are also the rich rates oii which 
** the prescription corporator a.iid thie road job- 
ber feed **' 

1 had heafii of rpad jobbing in Ireland, and of 
r6ad jobbing pardons, and I requeued of the 
chief to give me dome idea on that subject. 

He told me that parsons and rack- renters 
contrived to procure enormously high prices for 

E 3 
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their ' ground and tytbes-bymekncf of road job* 
bing. One of these^ foi' exampfe/ oontracts 
with the grand jury of th^, county, for making 
or repairing a road. He obtains thereby the 
means of giving employment'. He is a parson, 
suppose, and thus tumsliiiitotMl^ffittr toiiccctont 
A peasant has a tythe which is worth tKree 
pounds and no more; but the parson va- 
lues it at five |)oundfi( antl ii^iH not'giye it for less« 
Observe, now, there are many hungry labour- 
ing men in eve^y parish. ' Onte bf these thinkitig 
three pounds worth of food better than nothing, 
proposes to take Xhh tythe in question and to 
give five pounds, in labour on the road, fbr it to 
the parson. The bargain ik strdck and the 
parson pays himself out of the road money. 

"Then,'* sai^ li "the parson or the rack- 
renter, as it may be, can raise his rent or his 
tythe, by road-jobbing, 66j per cent."* 



I. • 



"Precisely so,^ replied my friend, '* but as it 
can scarcely be expected that an ttnfortunate 
wretch will give five pounds bona fide workj for 
three pounds worth of corn or potatoes, the 
probability is, that the road will be badly made 
and that Uie inhabitants of the county will have 
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to pay £S(».i«iiili/W»i*son'« contract, thft^gh tU 
«naatieii tai^ p©t .be,jo«lh,»«»e ihm^SOO of 

theAOMy** :•■' ■-•.I '•;{• I- ■• ' • 

.I.«Aed #iy!4neii4^.?f;,tbere.VSW,wai»jr of our 

4h«lniriqr2 • .: ' i'- ; '•« • 

He inforoi^4»^ ih^^QA^ of those g^ntlemeii 
wboJiad beep ^arained on I^ish affairs befqr^ 
ihecoimiuttee'of.thjeiC^ mentioned the 

aamee of .fottr.or.ftre frqin tbe;<J^a^te^ in which 
«»re thjeti v«ere, a« connected with road-jobbing. 
Mr. Goulbttrn, the, Jrieb fl^retary^ was nQ| pre- 
iwred for the statenipnt, but the^ fact was indisj- 
putable, . . i . . 

. ThuflM^ngi^d, we. rod^ pv^r pin in^paen9^,txact 
-xrf country. : A description pf it wpuld not be 
interesting. ♦. Corn^fieWs, 2xA potatpe gardens 
cover the entire. The produce of the formeo 
go^s to the parson an^ the landlord, that of the 
,lattei:».to ^be pig and <the peasant. Scarcely any 
. i9iprovenien,ts. 



< fur*' 



The abbey of TimoleagMe was the only spot 
that particularly attracted ovur attention. It is a 
very extensive ruin, not remarkable for its archif ec- 
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ture, but venerable for iu antiquity. The ivy 
with which its years are cloathed, the piles of hu- 
man bones which moulder at its entrance, the 
awfui silence, apd pif ^{^sQue situation of the 
place, all contribute to render it highly deserv- 
ing the notice of ^ tfvffif^\e^,tnT^imk; and. a 
straqge, a pnasing strange poopk^i I^wariold 
that a man naoMd Sextotv hwi Jtfime to this ceme- 
«^, sbmc time bdfofe. ^elmd beeti overpowered 
by^an adverse party in one of those conti^ts, 
wtiic|i arise betw een family ^d ..faoiilj;* i /, He 
.struck the sod, benealk wbiab bis<rftifhe9ai«lept, 
witJb bis eliib) and: asioed due 4leady why they bad 
"not f is«n Imnf llieir graves, and fought fot^ their 
idirf ■ • • : • \ 

» « ■ 

We returned to dine at the appointed hour, 
'jl^^re. >vere iive or sfx genihfMQ from the 
iMigbbourbMKl at taMe.^ Whem. tb^' dMb was 
removed, the conversation turned onthe*Tmpor- 
landfe of man. . . , . ■ ^ 

» * 

" He is the lord of the creation,'' said ofie.witb 
great self-satisfaction. , 

• ; • 1 ' < ,- f { ' ,.'»>'■ « . » ■ 

"It ma^ be/* thought I, "but, be is a pop^ 
lord in Carbierry, Ibane, and Barryroe.*' 
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• I' '©HAPv VI; 

> iBiM t^Atl^Aoe bMh^ Iiri^ nk a people, abconniecl fot 

Li, ^-<;d%elingiilt<|o£ pofitital ^xcltURon, an additional 
,^a^uf<9^ jfo^^if f^l^Alrr^Tii^ jCo^UcfrJfiglit the Bal^s 
of the £ii^>ir^» pud^ pfi)r Xaxe£^ s(l(l they are degraded 
— Any attempt to ameliorate the condition of the Irish, 

' • ^dangerous," Qnless kccompanied ^y Emancipation. — 

' ' A Ctftliolic m€^6iixig fn a Country Parish-^-The Chapel 

» ^*^iek Iam^h iJheep^— No secrecy observed at ihe 

t , .iD^|f|i9;tT^nv^)«pfeeotos-^7lt«^^ people Ue\ th^ ^ard- 
shij^pC -thp 7fth^ System mofe J^/»eQ\y th^vi eoy 
other grievance — Heflectioas on the propriety of pe- 
titioning Parliament against ^ythes and Church 
rates-^Tke Irish Catholics more likely to gain grotind 
whh' the Exil^W Protestants hf oOmi[)l&ining of pe- 
cuiliaty |^aftfo»^ theoi of exclusion' f?d!m politickl 
povfei'-r'QMl iljhiftifated bf Iteoftveniiiti6ii4tt<0|!^ew- 

ft 

The tarbulettce of the Irish peasantry was 
now most completely accounted fol*. The Worm 
wh'^n 'Kruised; will iarti, and outraged humanity 
will rebel. I would not stop to enquire what 

particular mode of faith the victim of injustice 

* * ' ■ - . 

professed. With the Wefch jumper, he may go 
to heaven, in a hop, step) abd* Teap, or with 
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itic pious Catholic, he may* ascend there oti n 
string oF rosaries .-^That to m^ VAl a matter of 
no consideration. I merely asked teyself what 
the conduct of the people of "England would be^ 
if ciTcumstanced as ^h^ IfisK' Wbtttd tkey re^t 
on their burriing bed of infli^ibn^ Or Ebtehidus 
like, iyo61d (hey 'not o'ci^asiontflly Mir and* give 
Symptoms oY Inqiiietudk' t' kAiW tfcat Ui^treds 
and oppression^ nad m many caseS; raised commo^ 
tien in Iny native land, but I knew of no distress 
or oppressioii equal to what einiitetf in Irehind. 

Ho Wver> thotigh tlie Irish had abundant cause 
to be dissatisfied as a people, I 'coiild not avoid 
seeing; that they were peculiarly and Vexatiously 
circumstanced Us Catholics. A penal code 
heaped insult on injury^ I had itafldti to bcHeve^ 
that^ in M un^ter, Lefatster, and Connaught^ the 
Catholics were as thiHeen fo one; and that they 
were nearly six sevenths of the entire population ; 
yet they were a degraded^ despised caste* In 
Is^tter yefirs they had becoine countless as the 
dust, but like the same dust, to be trampUdofu 

I asked> of what religion were the Spvere^ 
and the corporators of Bandon ? X was told that 
Ihey were Protestants. I asked of what religion 
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W€9re liW m^ypt. ^4. tl^ slyieriffir and corporators 
jof. Cqrjc? , A|I,^i;9M9tapt«»v I knew indeed, that 
^. .lfgis}afji^3i f^)^^ 'juc^pbl and executive au- 
t))oriti8a..8^i^ttld. ^eb allc of the favpured faitBh. 
jExeiy T^acp, |^n> of jipbqvr oi; emolument^ w^s 
fiRed ttf jP/i(>t^jtf^iti« ; f, enguir^d next if the 
CitthpUcs,.9f Indoiod . paid taxes, an^ fought aj^ 
W9JtfEix\oi0 and. TusrfsJgar ^ The book of the tax^< 
collector and Jthe rolls of Chelsea and Greenwich 
hp^itals sii^ppjied jtbe answer. ."Whj, then,7 
saVl I,, 'i'\f l^^f^^tNi^payiand %ht (pd what 
more can we dof) why is not British justice 
«LWaiyie4<o,tJifip;? Wljy are they, not req^uiteAf<>r 
t,l;i^ (irea^Hf e,i(n^ ijt^ir b|ood ?" 



• . < 
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, ^^H/QJld,./ri|nd,",C)l)|S<Br!r0« a^Bandonian, « they 
V^ CapistjB, 









.. *' Andi9j9,. Vl?,.tl>9 Spaniards and the ,Porlu* 
gWft^b^ W4 ^fcQ ^usjlf i^p§, and the Italians ; biit 
^ill ^y.^ fqugfet fyr^^Jfl^lB, and ^jrexojiplainefl that 
; the French l\a,d, done.thpm yt^rpngp^ And is not 
t*»^.Irjsh Catb9}ic.pwf,. brother, ^pd fellow sub* 
jectr 



*•• » » * 'ij 



., "i^"t>e ^s, discontentef}.*' 



f ' - **. ' . 



/' Aiigd «o be oi^gbtyll^oiaedrl^ ^<bo has 
Ag|in no man-dmrv^e to «p^r into the lemj^^ 

^n,ough tp knock :bol4^j.«t tkp giito» I icom jonr 
passive ,,obf&dieqc;e, Mk^ ^b^ prQatifile ,lh«» 
u:orth}ef s,,beii)g| ^% the ^(^i^ch^ 4MPMi beg.e^d €i!»w> 
ffr a^lunittaDcatt «l^ I f^tfi^^Ap^n .tbe. portal for 
*sucb| it shall be:to.€|a9e'i|<fift«r> m^p and'^valk 

. Tbe ^ qm^tion of the cdnaoeipatiofr of the 
Irish CatlioUe is ioseparablj ocmncictsd'with «&jr 
a^tmp^ to anpeliof^te tbecoAdition of Che sisHBr 
<^°tfy<^. X^et .ibe- domestic coiufMs of the 
pea/i^m jbteep^feaaedf fkodlet him eoatiniie mi-. 
emfmt^atedy tliit is^ ^epJadod, without diminiah* 
icig hkdi^f^tmt/ f9n bii4 supplyhioi with th€ 
means of resistance. The oppression pomctisad 
by landlords, and agents^ and corporators and the 
re^t,^ ifi a.neqessary.MjfMip^iotpelilicaleitclosion* 
It keeps itb& ^|)u|Uc {i^r.aad ipiotant, jmd io 
igoqrapce or ppvecty Qotbiog.giaaii or 'teble can 
be ffifl^ atf eippt/^. It ^i]| he n^adtl j admitted, 
that if. th^ people of Ireland were comfortable 
and educi^tecli for edupatipn jus idie ra^ of all> inr 
sifrrections wpuld be more rate i but the spirit 
of discontent would not be the less active or 



4SB 

^iloidiit; i^Btidal 'teferidt% w6uld he the 
]ic(rerwfa3itig"J^dli^«eBt to c«>mnioAoir. ' int* 
pll»ved meMs' %f^o^' sa)i{i^ ^die itmtiekial^ 
attack^ mmA ^d<M^ftfioti>>%aiild give thc^m a'scien^ 
tific.aif««tiotii(t W4<-8h0Ukl boC^'- llten>; hav^'fh^ 

arms ^ or • otiHry'' <5<mt^9li&g> for thtir righir; It 
yroirid b& the'^ffitort 'Of* mftK^a iiMi strength m 
their handsi and knowlec^e in their edttncils^ 
probably too with the aid and cooperation of 
sokiie fordgft adveiBny. However^ m^ty tUog 
dcfiiraUa' cffii.^e^htamed bj -doing tttat which h 
just and.iiaiieatw i.Maike tbe Imh ]^iaiiper iCbixt^ 
fortaUe, aafltlb6lriih:eitiaeq free,^ aiid then >tbe 
PiToteataot of filogklttdy aocl^ba PrcfBbjfteAan of 
Scotbod^ aad tbe.'Ctatha&.oflrektid, ^though 
thfee in pei'8oti^;8)iaU bokiloveaiid-iiilet^st/OBe 
aAdmidiYidttdfc' ' [i 

ITfae abote y^Aeittio^nft) err6i^6M8ior'jikst,^e'&^ 
roleWoit towy ttahjisist a8 the interest of the grdat 
majority otf the popiiltfdonoPatty Country can bt to 
the country itadf . Agaiii the muth -talkedof Ca* 
tholic Association was then being . organized, 
jand I underatood thai a parish meeting Mi^s to 
bt held after s^rVke on Sunday, at a Catholic 
chapel in the neighbourhood of Baudon. After 












On my arriving at the Catholic c^apel^ the 
<iittttbiB|( tbft^simct me^ wi^'^hfi #^olaf49ittr of 
haIf.*thQ}ccaigiegaUo^^iit|-find< haUe^lui APoot^m 
^^ Ani^ jnt\ thd96 p«9r ^liople «|ie>'ab)ig«Ml to p^y 
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f' Vi^h -(^ #imedi tfi« «oiigireg«tie» • \KK6Fe 
kneeling^ aM eootkitted '»a •for some timei^ i)4 
the linliKng^oft » belly nH rote> iinA4 sqiiQ^ced'iBjr 
vi!«iy ^jn^D. the ^cte^el^'^^ Tkete w€le not' marker 
tDtfiodcMvii'in^hia wcred •edifice, but- yot atrffidenl 
%hfe from above. 'An eagle might bwve intro- 
duced himself through the roof, noi*th^ ^eaeti west^ 
or south, and two sparrows were gambolling 
afaont ivviil plenary ia<lnlgeii<^« > ' 

The f>fie#t ^til ftom «be4J|«ii^ -If- attj penon 
lmew*of Ja©l&*l4enry'4«hee^.» » - »• . - • •* • * * 



ri\' 



1 « * • . 



" Whevt^B * strayed At^pon nif ltnd>*' r^ptkd 
i^'mannear me^" if ''tis J^ck's^be cart have it." 



^ 
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t did not s^V^MP) l^ul'I tilKHigbl wilhiiiHttiyMH; 
thta ^ved ^^ bSMtetfl gM(lra«fti 'Nididm' Infiicft 
the preceding Sunday, eoutd -kiOV ^tei?« ftirtlirit!0d 
any thing better. 

WK^n^ ^ mtt^f oP the ^y #M ot^n the 
^iebrihf^mecl (tlMs- eorigf#egttd^'^lttill' the' buii^ 
ne^ of ttiiei tneethig Wlftd^ imi^n^^-^titM^me. 
I tfo de^hi¥««fi^l>IN>l^l4ily;-tlM> IfOMrilhslMlfog 
what the Courier newspaper katsis^M abowt^this 
removing of women and children from those 
nie^dn^ i^{^^lv€d''ttothiop<of that 'kind at 
this onev 'Rpmy iMng tfaev6«ppearecl -to^ me as 
muoh>d[>ove boand, as it eouitM>«at ^Freemason^s 
Hal), or theiOity «f'>Ll»ndoifr'Talrttrfiv'' Suve nm 
r, thttt'tfaere wcflre^t^W oiiediig, ttiprward» ol one 
4itiiidred' and"^% bpyt aiid female 'of ^ei^ery 
dfe»oripti on; ' *' r ' " * ' '-•••^ »»» •»•' 

The chair was -filtcfen • fey KH* Indivildaal tvHo 
seemed to be the head man in the parish. The 
putkh 8fchbdl-*finas^''Mprvec( i» ieci^tary.- The 
proposers and secohiki'S df f^^tUkms who 'were 
comfortably, but not genteelly attired^ formed 
ft litl!^ grou^ el^tte^trf 4h6 hltari • Wittr tHb ex- 
ception «f the tibove* mentioned, and^tliey did 
not exceed eight in number, the meeting was 
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There were but two speeches delivered, 'Oti% 
recommending the Catholic rent, the other in 
jiU>moietidi«]tti 4if' Ml^iiO.*e>^m«Hr>^lt i¥6Uf^ be 
4tifficiil^lo^siijr AvheAof t«ik^ MetftiHg -#er&- fn4>i^ 
liberal of their pence or of th^i^phkise/ -Tlrl^ 
agreed to pay their penny a month, as cheerfully 
m thougk «Mh jmuD^ te|wtoie«l > V^ 'beebrii^ a 
(^eHil lor iui(i4d«iiU,.'a»4 diey shouted at die 
PirataOft'of .O'Cdnndl'i' ftafefe,- «s 'if he was 'to 
{mtJdM»i ki €D»feMMioo,>> 4 have hud the plea- 
sure of hearing that gentleman on dne or twV> 
occasions since his visit to London. I innst say 
shMjeoM^ve :.hiAi highly deserving the 'gfati- 
l^e of \A» Catholic countrymen ; howeVer, 
tlmtf a^H'leMe^, I think 9iim nincfa to6 fond of the 
Hdtmneed 'y6fi^. . To sfk^k in -the styfd of 
om of my. own cottotrymetiy ^v^'hois dternalYy 
.attacking the Irish for their blund^r<r, he Bhbutd 
allow his folhwers to go brfare him. 



J ■ 



I nofed^panicularly, as it maiy^be supposed, 
fltoie grileVtoces at the mention 6f whieb, the 
meeting was most sensibly aifected. 



ttvwas tiKsi^aatd ^^/flo cCalbtHt -toiilil^be* a 
Pe^. or a M^dmber. ^ ^H^^MroP G&aaamB. 
The chairman ocyDfirmed th« tnKbof dlia pto]JMh 
sition by a nod^ bnt the meeting received it in 

.1 ILl.wMifext 9aofff|(^;'Aiil!to'<>artNiliccDuhl'be 
^jiWlg^'^'^l^^M %Siieiift 'vThis abo was vt- 

.*' 'I , , • ', . »' r- . I r' T**^' "* J' M *♦ ■'*'* 

^ l4^Uy^)it liias )d«:Ia«;ed to Joe ao^'liaiihhip'Ubat 
Oitholiies (boiild Im MfigMtcr ki^ort PrdtesT- 
ttntfiastorsiaiid feteed to^buihtOne'cbiincii^tf fdr 
tc^tbersy whilftl theiiY own c hap da wem -tudhYm^ 
coundthem. 't ^ <* • - " *^ '^ ^' • 



>i, -»•" f'>»'« 



« This was the appe»}.«r-Thii apolm tm ike^pkm 
underataiidiogs and immediale intet est^ of {^dH 
present ; und the ^ense of iif^mentkn ''^viw - W^ 
quiyoc^lly ^xp^ssedr ^'Unt tytliei^ AodocbiNlsll 
i:ates were a cfying u\|usMcfi iai<}r^<mglitrby'Tigbl> 
tQ be al^Qlisbed*" i- * . ' ' ^ . i ..♦»f 



I , 



* I do confess^ that it has been llie cause of 
wonder to nie tb^t the Catholics of Im^lmif lin* 
stead of pra^fpg to be ad^tted inlp. |ri«cc;s -^ 
honour and pow^, :i||hi^)}| as 4 mUtt^r.. j^f ^(Mtfse 



have petitioned for the removal of tytbes eoii 
cbiurcb ratf 8| twiueh vould b^. of. ioataot beoefil 
to thei tmmy^f TUlieatmig^l tMcjftm tA^^m^t 
bi»jpeq>isxeilflM:M>rejdMi^Irf)a» YffiM d^^QiU^ 
Wiiatetner of re^d ofjeppureiit gQ<9^^ tbe Icistf, 
GKthqUcSiaiajF rti^eiiiKi^/iiuit mtp^Sttm ^kffi^ 
o£ tbe £iigitfh)|»eqp9eiirilpiieni Jiif»,mi 9^>Wr 
trj^me*! with ell 4bew pr)^jiKlife%riliavQ;ji.^f 
aeiKtt of straigbi fory^^d^. JHslAf^e^^ , TPhls , latter 
ditpofittioamajEJb^ Aui^Kt^ tQj^/9 vf|f^Jbf«J;a<;cgttnt^ 
ev«i.to the ultipnite.ciiQw^iiiMiqf t^f^.pi^fjmij^^ 
Yettbeft(]e^iecm«f ilje,Cfijyb9lici^>l|«R >*#.M^« 
pngudteeA^lbtjt 4I> irt ibe m<¥^Pf^ T^^ ^RSllfj^ 
Pioteetaiit tkinks it dangerois to. tnv^t Mi^ijCei 
tholic with powers iQ.lhf^t he.may be wroiig, anil 
1 think he is J however, audi is his pr^uclice. 
Butbe,iii^8j«MH.tb!iDJi>attbe.«ame,fi^ that an 
^jiQh$kmbfiim\9fiik^^f poipFen i^e^n^y aap^ 

po^es peouniarj privation ; no more than he 
11^9^ tf|]ipk:i^,a.ffl^t€)r. ofj OG^fir^e, tibat arioiB^ 
who is blaokbal^edlout of a^cluli)^ shwldj^yi^e enH 
trance fees. In truth, the Englishman believes 
^e,.ppUt^ .liGipreMionof tb^ Cajiholic to. be 
we tlw^ ai|4 the extortiftn.of ibn Protestant 
PIM:«;W. tc) b^ aQQlb^^ ; ^nc( it is /ny decided be^ 
l^efp^that^ thoMgb.be m^y^^ for a time, sincereljir 



cdHtiMe fbe ^tf^ bi^oiiU indi^iMrB4l]r •fdni the 

» • • - . . '^ i.1 ' } J * • • . • • . ' ■ 

To exemptif^ cti»t I liuiU^jttit'ineiltnni 2b biN 
ctrtti9tmiee qdl^ki^poiit. Hawg some buai* 
nb^ tc^l^aAfstt^ I(t>@tt6nliicfc$ dulaig^*lb5.ksft 

Ch«fe> KkUd t6^ my^^^iMl ili>^e>public rooni* 
T&«re wei'^'five pey«(Hia itt ibe t^otti lofdodiBg 
m^idf. ' Two <»eeliattkflr> u' SoDtdt peasioner 
atid a ydung n&itti; iVfaal (b«ite«le^4«4iiec««diD the 
atmyittlrdafiidi' 5»h«^*»iiitef bekigftom'lbcilsirtter 
cotintry let fall Bbme wordtt doMerobil 'it. Thi« 
otf si^d the meeh^ntefr to ArbtM thait cxm4«raatioa 
to the numbei' of Irish- cotoing- to £ng;laiid^'aifd 

^e consequent reduction of wa^§. 

• . » ' . ... • ■ ( , • • 

<^D— 01 my eye»,'^'^ «aid onfe»*«f th^m, **if 
iHey fthonld W<yt b« a»fiiW<0 h^U^^^t^^^ ^ 

^^ '""Wti^t the devfl%rifrg8tHk*hterifr?^^^iittiid«d 
the oth^f , ** Avhy tten't^tfeey irtiiy at home* 






" ^*Do you knbVf what/'" ob^rVetf -fife yoifti^ 
man from the opposite side of the room, ad- 
dressing himself to the mechanics, '' I happened 
to be in Liverpool some months ^gpi' and a 



brought biBi ;to Engliahd^^aiidr his if&rj tn^aHly 
wofiv^^fieiyho itatoe mfttti* his . moitty. Hi» land- 
lord lived in London/' 

^iffhe SMlQh peommarjgafdiJhelvftd Atis^d inany 
bedit things^ ^boiili^LaMb ]aiidleitf»/>and uhiit tb^y 
oughts t^^ '^ta.y .. afo haole mmtogi irtieir -pcior 

I,,, ; ,.-..; . -. . .,n '\ ' }i }ia:M''K/ r ,/** . '»: '• •'- 

u^-^Btif^r daiii]BritiM» rascal^" exthnme^iha^firsV 

meikzjmt^'%gai€fy>.fhdici^ are o^derworking os 

CkV^rjr ivdacre^MiMiditbey AMt«' d» "much sct^r 

i|pfl« tlicir ttaigiaeaiivs'' wiMtd 'swecteii ^ a* gMIi 

" And have the Irish no complaint to make 
* of •i«0?'A,dedttimled4h&.7«ii»ig man, '^*>Mr. Hume 
sa3r^4b<t dMegr am paynigthfae nlkAiidtls aoolially, 
tO'a:C^uf^''W'hich they do not want. 'Vf6w,V, 
' instead of giving this money to clergymenr/ we 
left it among the Irish themselves, we might' not 
have so mail y <^ . tliem^ ipoot^ nor'^ nlany of 
them underworking' us — which I admit is an 
evil," r|', ,-:j . .; 7 ",'.i^ t;; ••.:?•>• . • '-' 

" Oh ! yes/! tiT^iiif d /the former, -*' Ihey want ' 



to. be iBqaaneipatod^ but} be damned if diejrAbaU 
ever roast me in Smkhfield. I'll take damned 
good eare of that* I^ve healid «f bloody Q«ieen 
Mary." • " " ' ■ '* 

- *' Ay, bufc,"fattd •the joaing man coolly, '^ the 
Irish did not roast ybu at Saaithftetd^ aifd> '\f iW^' 
didy they atoned for thdi* crime; even td the 
fourth generation. But is there not a mighty 
difference between binding up a man's hands and 
picking his pocket. It may he right to {insvent 
the Irish Cathotie from becbming'a-^judge, or 'a 
member of pariiament; bnf^^wfay, ianpoveri^fa' 
him by tythes and dsitirch rateey and tbete »enri 
him over here to deprive your children and biine' 
of bread ?" 



/» 



*^ Well now/' t>b8erved 'the medianic -who' 
had commence* tbei' ^logue/- aii# ^tobking" 
thoughtfully^ <^J did nbtvde that 'theY«"lh)hg' 
b^Jfore." • ' '-^ "*♦'■"» 

' " NoF did li Bill/^ added Ms bonipfttfiou: ^ ' 



' ' t r 



The conversation closed by the Scotch peh-^ 
sioners' declaring that no man should be obliged 
to suppoft any font his^otm religion/ ^ * 



Tbi9- relMidD \^in* suggest tbe. Um of policy 
which the GathdlicA oitgfal' ta ed^pc* -The Es* 
glish people are prepared to meet them on the 
fythe «j«t6m and t^ do them jmAct, and k the 
abolition of ^tM 9f$t^m w^vM be insKandjidt 
and aekfio^kdged «b -u «ervi«y^ )iS iuUi\it^. tbaf, 
from the se]f4iit6Qr€»st df-tfitt]^ iodividUab^ ibe 
agitation of the qtreeticn^ of dMifob propayty in 
Ireland, maj be argtfed^ «»> cti)ettittt»d' to tkvqi^f 
emancipatiod baek/4btfl if it; l^ugbt til«"&iMti- 
tion of tythes and chuixib ptffeies.foi^waKi>:iltsig!0«d 
would counterbalance its evil. Let then the 
Catholica in eacli paraah maet^ and' send ftNrlrard 
petitions to parUament, imI let themfreatassttrfld 
l!hat the Ti(gadoe petition, which .prayied 4iiat 
three hundred Catholics afaould not be- coexoad 
to build a church for one Protestant, spoke more 
powerfully to the l^nglipb oaind than ten thou- 
sand reinpnstrances, complaining of exclusipn 
from, the justice seat, ^he Lord's or the Corn- 
mon's* 

However to return to the meeting. The most 
scrupulous observance of the laws, was incul- 
cated as a sacred duty ; and I do not remember 
to have ever heard a clergyman from an English 
pulpit enforce the doctrine of univ^sal love 



more Jealously than the priest did^ that of c^di 
alky between Catholics and Protestants. 

It was asaetted^ $A* it v may be. imagined, that 
the Irish had ^snfeied much from the English 
. people^. but fbe.3p«aker 4K}witted that mycoun- 
4ryQMin ^^ koBw ncrt f vhat they did ;" and when 
mi BH i^i^ mmh tosdei ^£ Mik^lohn.Smth and the 
vL^ttdoo ihantri^ tbens <waa annuitant biij^ of 
graftitudie from att pref^ent^ of which, I shall say 
^y JEogUtb be^rt was prou4* 



. . kj 



^'his fQaoHBsioaileiwufiated iiof au^^iiri^ii., J 
•left BandontnK Moaday^.|kad:iPQ;:tbe lft)low|^g 
ri*y I emhartaed on board the Geosrge the, Fo^rtih 
#team packed for Brattoi. 

* 
" • • • . I . .J ' i'j 

.>', "J IV 
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CONCLUSION. 



J. 



-« ■• ". ^-^ .rJ 



r. « 



Parliament bound to remedy the ^▼iUiOf Ir^kmi^Tbm 
danger to whie&'tke interests of. the emf^ire are e^q^sed 
by the present order of things— If evil befall the British 
people from tiviflion^ no tjonsolation derivable- froin 
the coBfideratkni of its soiiroe% .^ ' ^ - 

> * 

' The Irish people then. 4ire misevRble^. and 
their misery is* entailed, upon them by others. 
Assared that such is the case, and caavjpeed 
that affairs cannot remain, as they are> in Ir^lapcjy 
I think it the bounden duty of every honest man 
to impress upon those in power the necessity of 
doing speedy justice to the sister country. 1 
am an Englishman, and I do not blush to have 
once entertained, erroneous views regarding Ire- 
land ; bttty with my present li^t, it would be 
criminal to entepfenn them any longer. If the 
Irish be not treated as ourselves, how can we 
fairly expect that they should act differently 
from ourselves if placed in their situation. 
Their malady is severe, but not incurable, and 
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mid that the msdoin of parliament, of which we 
hear, is — folly, and its omnipotence — a jest ; if it 
cantfot invent a remedy and efficaciously apply 
it. It is most crue, that little is to be appre* 
bended from the Irish themselves : the Kildare 
Street Society has not educated them sufficiently 
well for that ,* but circumstances may arise, when 
our fate will be in t^e balance, and the Irish 
may be foMnd a maike- weigh tin the scale s^ainst 
jus« I do not write ttm^ in. a spirit 9f defiance. If 
so, I should defy myself. But when I pass from 
Bristol to London, from Hull to Liverpool, 
from the forges^ of Birmingham to the factories 
of Yorkshire ; when I see industry flourishing and 
wealth abounding, I tremble at an order of things 
by which all those glorious realities may be 
changed into airy, empty, unsubstantial nothings. 
Can 1 forget that, in the year 1781^ the corpora- 
tion of London addressed the father of the 
present monarch, and told him — 

' * That his fle^t^ had tost their 1«t>iited ffuperioiity , 
That his armies had been eaptured, 
That his dominions had been lost ;"^ 

and if circumstances, warranting similar assertions, 
should at any future day arise, and, owing to a di- 
vided empire, all should be lost, can I console my- 

F 
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self with the reflection, that the sacrifice was incurr^ 
ed to perpetuate monopoly, injastice, andinhuma* 
Dity in Ireland. j Let us, then, the fiuglish people, 
see that justice be done to the Irish people. 
Let us do this, and we shall have laid the surest 
foundation for the permanent greatness of out 
empire. 

: ■ . . t I , 



\ . 
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. NOTES. 

• The Doctor, 1 presume, had read the following 
passage, in a speech delivered by Mr. Home, during 
the Parliamentary Session of last year. 

" But before he read an extract from the 5th vol. of 
Burnet's History (edit. 1823,) containing the opinion of 
Lord Dartmouth, be wished to remark, that three indi- 
viduals who had died, he believed. Primates of Ireland, 
had come to their Dioceses with scarcely any property, 
yet left behind them nut less than ifi800,000. Their 
names had been given to him, and he had expected. to 
liave received an extract from the probates of their wills ; 
he had applied for it, but he had not yet obtained it, and if 
he were in error, he was therefore not to blame. He con- 
fidently believed his information, and he would put it to 
any man, however biassed, whether such a system ought 
to continue, under which three individuals could thus en- 
rich themselves, at a time when such extreme distress 
prevailed in Ireland, that it had claimed the sympathy, 
and obtained the benevolent assistance of this country. 
Could any man satisfy his conscience, and quietly witness 
such an enormous accumulation of the property of the 
people under any, but esp-ecially under such circumstan- 
stances ? Thousands and tens of thousands were heaped 
together by the Clergy, while th 5 mass of the nation was 
literally dying of starvation." 

F 2 
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^ The annexed is an extinct firom the speech of 

Sir Jobe Newport, it was proaonomed on 4be 14th 

of Appily of the present year. . The sabject was 

^Chfarcfa Ploralities*' in Ireland^ why laot nnguii- 

fWenf 



I- 



... ".The Right Honourably Baronet tiien proceed^ to al- 
lude to the evidence which had beeo laid before Parlia- 
menfi restive to the episcopa,! vinipns, and narrated several 
. oases where the parishes, thus united e^Uended over a very 
^r^e, tract of country, some of them not being less than 
eighteen miles djstant from each other. It was impos- 
sible, where parishes were thus widely separated, that a 
/clergyman could attend to the duties .of .both, In one 
tlnipn, three parishes connected 26 miles long,* and nine 
" iniles/broad ; in another union, the tract which it cbkir- 
Tlii^sSft'was 4d miles lotig. The conduct of the Arch- 
*'l)fiffWp^*anli*Wsftojis bad heretofore been very generally 
"^'ikmLHAtte ii^itlvthit which they ought to pursue^ for 
'''tllot^ tfady inade those unions, they must have scenlhe 
'•fiHtethatai-ose from them. In Kilcooly, six parishes, 
.^^^Ffd. a^es distant from each other, were united in 
,. JIQ09. , The llon^ Baronet then adverted to cases of a 
similar description which had occurred in Roscommon 
and Sligo. In one instance, where, hefore a parish was 
united to another, there were t6,0Q0 inhabitants, the 
' number was increased by the union to 22,800. The 
curate of the parish of Buyle, In the diocess of Tu&m, 
- wis'>^l!ed upon to do 'all thc^ ditties of that pai-isb/after 
' ^h fa&d iMen united witli another. One of those parishes 
'iTaMbs'94 tntles long, the other t^gbt m\\^ in length.. Go- 
ipmmentjbad^ however, aauch to its :eredit, divided the 
.,.^i$ijp; into three parishes. The emoluments derived 
from these unions wer^ very great* He knew an in- 
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stance where four parishes were thus united, the first of 
' ^htcfa produced 5B01. a year, the second 2d01. th^ third 
Idol. aiKl the fourth, 79(H»--'-makfng an annual tm^\]^ of 
upwards of l,50Ql. a ^raar^ and yet the duties wcr6 inef* 
floieolly performed » The Encumbent of oni6 of : these 
unions, in the Diocess of Kilmore, held 20,0(X>4w:i;as of 
land, besides 500 acres of glebe. The conduct of the 
present primate had gone a great way in refprming this 
£ibu^e. He first endeavoured to dissolve all unions within 
his dwR power. He disapproved of the reasons for which 
they first were created; but notwithstanding the merito- 
rious conduct of the primate or of any other prelate, he 
tSir J.Newport) thought the' house itself ought to provide 

bylaw against the recurrence of tliis evil." 

.■ ■ . ■.',■'.<• \ . . ■ . • ' • ' ' 

^ No LXIT of the <^aarterly XUview sajs, <^It 
appears from the County of Limerick alone,' inere' 
is annvaUy drawn by Absentee Proprietors^ itfie sam 
of 300,0001, from the countrj of Kerry the awt^f 
1^0,000* The whole sum •aviially hlnixmdifid 
from Irehiid by Absentees is estimsted at i|0t less 
than three millionB sterling.^ It will be reimlHeed 
here, that the writer in the Review is rMlhiefr ihider 
the Scotch OentTeman, and the Bishop of Gfiester, 
in his calculations. '^iti 

^ The Rev. Mr. Keily, in bis evidence oeCbre the 
Committee^ oa the state of Ireland, says thai; ''his 
Parishioners are better circamstaiiced than, their 
netghbours.'' He attrib«tet thdiUSev^oee lo this 
caase. Lord Kingston/ who is a f^sident landlord, 
lives in his (Mr. K's.) parish, and is now oocnpied 
in birildihga mansion, salted to his rank and )ft>H;une. 

- F 4 
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Ho gives regular employment at teD pence per da^ 
to tlie labourers around him. The labourers of the 
south of Ireland generally get eightpeuce a day, and 
they are by no means, sttre^ of emi^oymeot eren 
at that rate. 

« If the Scotch Geotleman meant that there are 
none in £n|;land wha pay a second oldrgy, most cer- 
tainly he was in error. The fact ii, that the Dissen- 
ters of England, as well as those of Ireland, are 
obliged to pa/ a iecond clergy. However^ ia 
speaking of Ihe different religionists who are so cir« 
cumstanced in the British Islands,' it is hut (air to 
consider that the Irish Ciuholics ai e th# great ma- 
jority of a people ; next, that they are individi$alfy 
poor, which cannot be said of the Dissenters ; thirdly, 
that having never changed their faith, and as a peo- 
ple never dying, they may be allowed a fiort of 
* dejure** claim (as Mr. Canning would term it) ta 
he ecclesiastical property of their country. 



, » 



107 



SHIPS AND TONNAGE. 



f The ibllowiDr is sm account of the ships, their ton- 
nage and men which have entered the Porta of Ireland, in 
the year 1824 :— 



Ports British, 

of Entry. Ship». Tons. Men. 
Battioiore 3. 503 ^ 
Belfast 100 19,123 1090 
Colerainc Id 1,152 76 
Cork U 15,025^ 923 

Donaghadee 5 . 209 . 24 
t)rogheda 9 890 54 
Dabhn 198 24,306 1530 



f 



Duodalk 
Gal way 

Killybegs 
Kllrush 
Rinsale 
Larnc 
Limerick 
London* 
dcrry 
Newry 
Sligo 
Tralee 
Waterford 
Westport 
Wexford 
Wicklow 
Yoiighal 



11 1,532 

4 546 

6 448 

4 778 

1 42 

29 5,228 



81 
83 
34 

40 

8 

269 



23 3,293 183 

40 6,705 376 

10 1,085 80 
. 3 494 27 
48 7,600 430 

11 1,409 77 
1 362 15 
5 1,045 51 



Total...609 91,825 5218 



Ships. 

1 

66 

7 

99 

3 
5^ 

6 
II 

4 

1 

3 
16 

32 

43 

16 

2 

15 

2 

1 



Foreign. 
Tons. 

184 
11,992 

588 
1S«976 

420 

10j467 

670 

2,020 

598 

146 

258 

3,489 

5,479 
7,612 
2,463 

388 
3,137 

245 

232 

198 



373 64,561 



Men. 

14 
621 

46 
702 

23 
512 

40 
104 

27 

10 

19 

171 

317 
463 
137 

21 
158 

15 
9 

15 
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The Scotch ships were 1,149, exceeding ours by 508, 
or nearly doubling them ; their tonnage was 198,388, ex- 
ceeding ours by 99,005, or more th^ doubling it ; their 
m^n were 12,712, exceeding ours by 5,620, or more than 



doubling them. We ipeak now of the abips, tonnage^ 
and men of the BntisJi Islands. With regard to fo- 
reigners, we have the superiority (a small one) in tonnage, 
but the inferiority in the number of ships. 

There are nine ports of %g!and which exceed Dublin 
in sliips, tonnage and men. These are London, Bristol, 
Dover, Hull, Liverpool, Newcastle, Plymouth, South- 
ampton and WhitehaYeix ; , JSwj^ mpf e. thi^n donUta 
us; Hull more than ^quadruples us; Liverpool .is more 
than thirteen times, and London more than twei^ty-five 
times beyond us. The tonnage, foreign and British, of 
Hull, is nearlj[ one and a half that of all Ireland. The 
tonnage of Liverpool is a greaj deal more than that of 
every port in Ireland. . ,\ 

* The following extracts, from tbe Cork Mercao-^ 
tile Chronicle^ wiU enable the British pnblic to form 
an idea of the reward which industry meeia - ia 
Ireland. 

r The firal 19 taken from a report of die proceadinga 
»f a Coaalj ^meetin;, coavened for tbe porpciae of 
eofnaidnriii^ tll^ ^Mpriety of petitioning parliament 

on tlie subject trfthb linen bounties. 

' • '^ '- -- -•.••'-,'* .• 

Captain Hoarewlslled mnch that it sfaoold be titi6ef<^ 
stood, that he bad j^ven.the stfBject^ in consideration, the 
ftiltest attention, and that he was deeply impressed with 
the opinion that the Linen Bounties would not bear a 
single fardringin ^reduction. He had studied the condi« 
tion of the people, and felt an interest in their weMaire; 
and he assured the Meeting now, that a spinner, work* 
rng fromteo^niflfg till'night-atthe iiresenc pHcte,' ecibld 
not earnutoie lhasr«#o p<$fice Iwrtffentiy j^ diimi Hlrli. 



biMng the case, could those oieatts. vyhich enabled the 
sj^innei^ to receive even so much, be reduced ? If the^ be 
reduced, he thought the manufacture would inevitably 
fall. He begg^ to propose, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to frame a P^titv>ix to the Xiegislatuxey praying 
that np part of t}ie Bqunty^on Co^i'te Lineof .bf fedMced. 

Addmss from the Working ' Cotton Manufacturers to 
the NohiUt^ and Gentry of the. County and Cit^ 
of Coffk. . , ... 



€■'■',' . J i 



We, the Working Cotton Manufstcturers, impelled by 
poignant misery, 'beg to lay & statement of our situation 
before a generous Public, with a view to our immediate 
relief from the intolerable distress we are aufierjJig} and 
which is of a discription not to be borne, or even in tbt 
power of men of. our humble capacity to depict, or in 
words to convey an idea. .» -- 

r * • * 

We have borne, for a long time, privation of the worst 
description, expecting that at some period naturkl causes 
oiay give us that relief we now stand in sucli need of.-*- 
Hurtful as this application is to our ffttMogUi a$ men 
whose only desire i^ emplpynaenfi we are driyeato.it by 
distress of the deepest die, requiring that some exertion 
should be made ti^ rescue u%from the gftdph of tfnyaralleled 
affliction into which we am pkmgedy and that mt^ bj any 
fault of our body, fat no Ma^ cf men Aooe «f»r *tvdied4md 
acted to the ii^ereit qf ihm employer , more than we kaoe 
done) the sole causa being WANT OF CAPIXA^ intour 
Trade. ,■'-•■• .-,..,•,-, 

As it is supposed and report^ tbaA: avnrTfaile iriii^-a 
floiijrishii^g^ditionf :wli$lr tlus co8tiai)i irtbe^ca^/ n 
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aiay nathe impfudeal ia us to gWe our opmioQ 9s to tKe 
cause of our want of employment, and what effect'Ca- 
pital may have on our Trade. 

For want of Capital the spim cotton has to pass through 
many hapds, all of whom have a profit, «iid particularly 
that sold ill dmalL parcels on credit to the poor manufac- 
turer, who is obliged to purchase at the dearest ra^e ; so 
that the material stands him nearly as much as the 
manufactured gpods stand the English Capitalist) a cause 
that throws the Cork Manufacturer out of the marker, 
and caiitcM u h to be idle* 

If Capital were vested in the CoftonTrade^ and Spin- 
ning Machinery established, all these obstacles would be 
removed, and the Irish Manuiactorer placed on a surer 
footing thaa any other, we being satisfied to work at our 
accustomed wages, far under that of any other country, 
and would otherwiae advance his interest by every means 
in our power. . This picture of happiness has nearly 
made us forget our present misfortune, which we hope the 
humanity of our Fellow«Citizens will cause them to con- 
sider, and enable sixty of our body to go to England, 
where we are confident they will find employment, and 
relief from their present deplorable condition. 
* • • . • 

We beg to add, that in soliciting the assistance of tlie 
benevolent, for means to forward this portion of our suf- 
fering body to a se^t of employment, it will be neces- 
sary for us to state that at this moment there are foor hun- 
dred working Cotton Weavers in this City, draggingon a 
miserable existence, and endeavouring to keep their fa- 
milies from mendicity, whilst with all the exertions in 
their power, they cannot earn more than six shillings 
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per week, and ihat only to be derived from' cMdttI' emv 
ploymcnt 

Signed on behalf of the Working Cotton 
ManufactMrers. 

Joseph BlUingtoo, Mathias Coleman, 

John BoUe^ • Bdward Purcell, 

Thomas Butler, Mfcha<ei Ross, 

Michael Hurley; JdhnJudliti, 

Patrick Csdiaghan, Keane Mahofiy. 

^ The subjoined extract from '' the first report of 
the Commisaiooers of Enqairy into the state of 
education in Ireland/' may not be amnteresting. 

" It will be recollected, that forms of a return were sent 
to the Clergy of difFerient persuasions in Ireland, with 
respect to the state of education in their severd districts. 
The following is the general result of fhe information ob- 
tained, and' it is highly important and interesting:-^ 

According to tflie returns made by ministers of <be 
Established Church, Ihe number of schooler in Ireland 
(Sunday schools excepted) is 10,387, and they contain 
498,641 pupils. According to the Roman Catholic re- 
turns, the number of schools is 10,453 and the number of 
pupils 529,016. 

In the enumeration we have excluded Sunday Schools 
on both sides, as the children in attendance upon them 
are almost universally to be found in the day schools 
also. The tot^l numbers in education are aocording to 
the Protestant returns, thus distributed. 
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• > XDfieiiieBstahKfiibcdChutchy - ^ %^ . ; «: 9^^025 

' Prfisbytertan^^ «-. . • . . . » \ . ^fi»& 

Protestants of other denominations, . . S^{908 

Roman Catholics, 357^49 

€biUff a iti educataQB,.wl»9se irolagiaDi ie "Dot; > . . 
. 9iat«dit) the returns, ,. ....^ ,, .^.,i .j .•^z .^n 

Total in education, according to the Pro|^|}aHiiV:' '• « ' 
returns, 498,641 

n '^hd fuilnb^rav (adbcBdmi} tiK>th^Bl9iitan\€stftJ0lifiiiBe- 

Of the Established Church. ...... 83,100 

Presbyterians, ... .^ . . -. • • . 38,Y09 

' Protestants of other denominations, . . . 3,7^4 
' Roman Cathblifes, .....;.. 597,21^ 
' -> i Children in > education^ virlioie r«ligioo'i&f not • * 
--. -i'-tjtated^in-lii».«flvnii^ :u -.. </. x i ...;> •. . ,'4,iim 

Catholic returns, ... ... . . S ^^*>^^^ 

In the year 1813, it appears by the fourteenth report 
of the commissioners of education, to which we have so 
oCteo hid oQQfisioi) to refbr, th^t at thi&t tth)e ih^ number 
,of ^^ools in Ireland might fa? estin^t^ at 4„6pO,.cpn- 
t^jfiipg about .200,po<J.pvpi\s»7-I| follpMcs, thjit during, th* 
last twelve years, the number of schools and pupils has 
considerably more than doubled. 

It tl^^lt Hbt be forgOtti»), hOwev«^; thttt this education 
if slin ioa |rmt 'degree administered ibthe da^ scboeU 
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of tbe country connected i with soddlie^y ttrid^genattilly 
$|MSftkhig, not subjected to any particuUr coatrmilTQr »u- 
lieruttondance. , ' .'-^ ^ - 

' Tt cannot possibly be trae that the Catliolies of 
Ireland areBe)lio8|^4o-'«dKicitioD>-as thefture re- 
presented to be. If 80» the yepiirt <)f the e<Ni|lmis- 
sroners^^ould lead as to conclade that their numbers 
are codnttedB;*^^ ^ ' ^^ ^ 

Lest it may be inferred, from the above return, 
that Ihft ProtesDai^s of ^jbrfitand .are:to> the Dissen- 
ters, as eightj-three to thirty^eighti or Tiinety-ooe to 
forty-three, it will be right to take into accpunt 
thai the children of the Methodists are classed in 
the return as Protestants. Now' it occurs to me, 
from certain conversations, which I h^v« had^^from 
time to time^.wilh Tttrioos MetkodistSiifaatt if all 
tbe -Protestant Clergy in the ainv«tft6' wens onfor- 
ttififttely translated to heaven, the former would not 
conceive tkem^elres frotn thM ^hroamstance very 
materially the worse in a spiritual, dnd no wi*se in a 
^ewjiorai point of view*, . . . .. , 






' See "The Uiadibi^ Addl-^s; reiiiodstratioe^ftifd 
patitimiof the Lord Majror, AM^srmen, aii^^^ Livery 
of the Oity of London, in Cbnimon Hall ats^mbled," 
in the Annual Register for 1781, page 990. 

A A» Ih^ Qiixious 9VA^y wish Iq knt^&rAkfiipmtil^i^SLr 
measures wfai^ have been adopted of late for^ the 
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iiiprdveiiMMl of Imkuidi I<abaU'gMr» the foUowiiig 
•nnMMflioD of tkem IroiD tke wpta%oi theaeket 
committee of the Houie of Lords. . ■. .^ 

■ • • 

^ The estabUshtpefit of the police and consiabiflal^-^ 
the revision of the magistakqy, as fkt as it* was goHe*<^he 
meeting of the magistrates in petty seasions — the ad- 
ministration of justice by the assistant barristers— the 
change which has taken place of late years in the mode 
of appointing sheriffs — the public works undertaken by 
the executive Government — the alteration in the system 
of the distillery laws, and in the general mode of collect- 
ing the revcnue^the remission of all direct taxes— the 
repeal of the Union duties — and the increased facility of 
commercial intercourse, have all contributed, not only to 
remove grievances, but to improve the situation of the 
country. 

The composition ibr tythe, under the authority of the 
acts passed in the two last sessions of Parliament, has 
been hitherto as rapid^ and as beneficial, as could have 
been expected under the circumstances of the times ; and 
the greatest advantage may reasonably be anticipated 
from the further progress of this important measure." 

Now were I an Iriahman, and to be asked my 
estimate of the certain vslne of the above regula- 
tions to Ireland, keeping in mind what I conceive to 
be Ireland's due, I woald answer, ^' Six pence in 
the pound". — I think it no exaggeration to say that 
owing to the bad system of gorernmeDt which pre- 
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V9ih in that coaotry, therk ib, wli«t witb tbe churoh 
sjitem* libseoteoisiii, « crippled exterior cammowe, 
a ruined interior trade* (this last is a tremendous «vii) 
also the expense of national feeHng arising from 
degrading laws, thcire is, I say a yearly loss entailed 
upon it of thirty miHions, 
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